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The Bowland Scrapbook has been produced
to celebrate fifty years of rural life in the
Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty.

We aimed to document changes and
experiences in everyday life in the years
since the designation of this special area in
1964, in order to create a lasting record
of an outstanding landscape and its vibrant
communities.

The Scrapbook was produced by Champion
Bowland on behalf of the AONB Partnership
and with support from the Heritage Lottery
Fund. The project ran from May to October
2014 and was co-ordinated by Sue Holden, a
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freelance researcher, with assistance from the
AONB Unit, volunteers, and literally hundreds
of local people who contributed stories,
photographs, and personal records.

In order to make the Scrapbook, we chose
four themes to reflect life in the AONB —
villages, farming, major events and visitors —
and carried out research at libraries, archives
and through the local newspapers.We met
with a wide range of groups and individuals
and attended many summer agricuttural
shows to share our findings and to inspire
further reminiscences. The conversations will

continue, and we are archiving records on line:

keep up to date through our Facebook page
‘bowlandscrapbook’.
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This Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
was designated a protected landscape in
1964 using legislation from the National
Parks Act of 1949.The Forest of Bowland
covers 803 square kilometres (312 sq
miles) of upland fells and river valleys
lying to the west of the main Pennine
chain, and straddling what was, in 1964,
the Lancashire and West Riding county
boundary. It remains a secluded and
breathtaking landscape.

The Forest of Bowland was never a
heavily wooded area, but gets its name
from the medieval royal hunting forests
which dominated the area up until

the 1600s.The land is mostly heather
moor divided by steep wooded cloughs,
and skirted by lush river valleys. It is a

wildlife area of national and international
significance, largely for its rare birds and
peat bog plant assemblages; but it is

also notable for important upland hay
meadows and ancient woodlands.

The Forest of Bowland is still largely
managed as shooting estates and farmland,
almost totally in private ownership. The
area includes Pendle Hill and thus fringes
the heavily populated East Lancashire
valleys, and it provides a rich and tranquil
playground for the many nearby residents
and increasing numbers of visitors from
further afield.

People come to Bowland for fresh air and
exercise, to tramp the fells and watch the
wildlife; they also come to enjoy the views

and the peace and quiet, and to sample
excellent local food and drink.

The AONB is a living landscape with a rich
heritage; the villages are picturesque with
a warm, friendly community and bags of
self reliance. Farms range from large dairy
operations to hill sheep farms; and the
moors are largely keepered for grouse.

At first glance not much has changed over
the last 50 years, and indeed that's what
many people love about the area, but look
closer and you'll see how: communities
have responded to changes-and crises, and
how they have not only managed these
changes, but often become stronger as a
result of them.






Electric shears make
the job. easier but
now it is often-a job
done by travelling
contractors out in the
field.
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traditional local cows, Herefords and

In the 1960s it was mainly
ontinental

shorthorns in the fields, now it is more common to see ¢
breeds such as Belgian Blues, Charolais or Limousin which
produce leaner meat. Dairy cows were mainly British Friesians but

now Holsteins are widespread.
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Some of the traditional breeds are returning to the area now.

Herefords have been introduced onto Chipping Moss as they
are good for grazing They won’t graze where their cowpats have
king a good habitat for wading birds.
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CHANGING *
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different circumstances and
changing technology over the years an

d many practices have

changed.
Possibly the biggest ¢
machinery and the introduction of quad bikes.
On some farms quad bi
of shepherds and farm labourers almost redundant. The size
and cost of the machinery has meant that many farms now use
contractors to carry out some jobs rather than have expensive
machines lying idle for much of the year.
Many farmers’ wives now g0 out to work but still help out at
busy times like Jambing There is also an increasing number of

women running farms.
These pictures show some of the

hange has been an increase in

changes.
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Traditional Field Barn
In some places, they have gradually been

replaced with large sheds used to store hay
and for indoor lambing;

kes have rendered the traditional role

Indoor lambing
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One of the biggest changes has been from
ilaystacks to big bales. It started in 1985/86

bec.ause of wet grass, summer work turneci
to winter. Wild flowers suffered as grass was
collected before it seeded.”
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giloing can be done in 1 or 2 days now
instead of making hay taking a week.
Grass is cut, wrapped and put straight
into a silage clamp now rather than being
left out to dry before being baled. “There
almost used to be a competition to see who
was first to start mowing, then once you'd
finished you would go up to the top of
Jeffrey Hill to see who was still mowing
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This system is becoming increasingly
popular and allows a cow to be milked
at a time they choose, and to have
constant access to food.
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Genomics - Tomorro
Genetics Today

“Farmers arc Now looking more at genetics

for good performance from cows.
A dairy will want a high protein milk for
cheese making so the farmer buys semen.
{which will give 2 calf that quality. '
¥ It tised to be that they looked at the ‘
d&ughtefs-ef*fbﬂ}kto—asséﬁsﬁuaﬁty; now they
can have that predicted”.
Recently, sexed semen ha
and it can be bought and
nitrogen until needed.

s become available, %
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Date of birth: 26/3/2011
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This bull, Schillview Oman Gerard has sireq acow
in Tarnbrook, yet has never stepped outside his

e Minnesota!

It’s now common
practice to

select the best
type of semen
for a particular
purpose from

a catalogue. It
shows a photo

of the bull in
question, what
his qualities are
and what kind of
calf he will sire.
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centre for permaculture on
the site. He receives visitors
from all over the world to
learn from his methods, and
travels widely to lecture on

them.
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Major Events

The heather covered hills and lush pastures of the
Forest of Bowland seem to be the essence of peace and
tranquility. However, the last 50 years have seen some
major disruptions to the lives of the residents, making life
at times inconvenient and at other times traumatic.

Extreme weather conditions have played a major part in
some events, but national emergencies have also seriously
affected the lives of those who live and work here such
as the explosion at Abbeystead and the Foot and Mouth
epidemic of 2001.
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Village Lite

The Forest of Bowland is made up of many villages of
different sizes but each with their own identity.

Over the past 50 years they have had to adapt to

many changes — shops and schools have closed, church
congregations have dwindled, new housing has been built,
public transport links have all but disappeared and in some
cases even the pub has closed!

However, one thing that has stayed the same is the
support that the residents offer to each other and the
love for their own village and the area in general.

Residents are working hard to ensure that the villages
remain lively places to live and work and continue to
attract visitors to help boost the local economy.
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VILLAGE HALLS

AND SCHOOLS “
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people to move into the

Thornley School
Village schools are 2 popular reason for new
Thornley school was e ding T and the building was AONB as they tend to have smaller classes but in some cases these smaller
deteriorating, but a group of local pcople got together and started to classes have led to the closure of schools and many children now have to 0
fund raise to turn the school into a hub where local people can meet. (ravel long distances by bus and taxi. nce vlllage meeting places began to di
: # This comment by a former head at Tosside School which closed in 2000 to lose contact with what 8 . l‘?appefn. peop le started (RESIDENTIAL)
Codoncdont 5 ool 5&2&&/ . <oon is typical: “T always really enjoyed teaching in a village school,” said Mrs fee o isol at was gomng on in their own area and (AND FULLY LICENSED)
3 3 m7§ 4 Newhouse, “Over the years 1 was teaching local children and their children y g 150 ated was a common complaint. Private Parties by appointment —= Open to Non-Residents
use to ZM“ﬁ the cormuniley 08 in turn. Most of ‘them came from the farms for miles around, but these To help overcome this several communities have start d thet g‘r’mmtlh Méal"si‘f Pram?d Salmonl andﬁseaﬂTm?LthFi&dng
5 i 8 B sta ¢ Hotel for Residents on. in i i
LR days so many of them have moved away from the area. own newsletters, repo rtzng Bt local poo B0 ed thewr Hod dery miles: of oe RUNEE
TOSS’i i News Homb Cont /4 { events. H. & C.—Electric Fires with Slot Meters in all Bedrooms
9 y Contact and The Villager are just three AA. #v Suas—TLancaster 17 miles—CHEESESS miles
Prestop 18 miles
0il Fired Central Heating ‘

examples.
of Bowland ‘

On the MAIN ROAD through the Trough

WALKING - CLIMBING - FISHING
Magnificent Views of the Hodder Valley

t - the

place for all kinds of groups to mee
Bridge village hall is opened every
r for visitors to enjoy home made

Village halls are the

WI are regular users. Dunsop
Catering Accommiodation Parties Catered for

Hall, the home of Colonel Robert Pmi!f,
i gisitors

Sunday throughout the summe
cakes andisa popular stop for walkers, cyclists and families. |
There are also village institutes such as those at Caton, Hornby |
and Wray. Many of (hese owe their existence t0 théVictorian desire TALB OT H OTEL II
; A : i
to provide education for the working classes and were often gifted . ! place £ B
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resource centre and reg
Village halls and institutes are increasingly
as wedding venues. Hornby institute even provides a place for

the flu clinic to be held.
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VILLAGE SHOPS

Slaidburn had a man who used to come out from Bentham to measure
up for suits, another would come out and measure up for work clothes so the
Jarmer dudn’t need to leave his farm very often. Many of them also delivered
to outlying farms and houses. In Slaidburn “we would put in an order
when we went to the pub and it would be delivered the day after.” Toda,

supermarket home delivery services are affecting the small village shops.
\ ; \@ i \ R o ’ When in C'hipping Dine wt -
VUl - eu
| ¥ ich 8 F Newton had Howard’s butchers, a grocers,

ish and Chip Cafe

E. DUCKWORTH | JEA — COFFEE — MINERALS
PUCK T | GOOD SEATING ACCOMMODATT
| Prmmciafa e (Open for Teq on Sundays) 2
s
WINDY STREET, CHIPPING,

a post office and a garage for petrol and car

repairs. There was a mobile baby clinic for

babies to be weighed and mums to meet and

compare notes.

“Telephone : Gisburn 255 |
|

| CARS FOR PRIVATE HIRE

R

Nr. PRESTON

products which are Traditionally - - -

TWEEDY’S  (of CHIPPING near Pres
EELERS AND OTHER FOOD WAt 13

ton)

ay of getting

POTATO P \n
PREPARATlON MAC"”NERY AS' Prox 1510ns was the travelling
supplied to this and 23 other countries and these were just two’ 1 3 Hhop, H
T M . W )
3 AL called into the outlying ﬁlrgfsh oward's butcher

Robinson’s provides a similar service

ore recently :
2 d other local businesses

for farmers an
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FRUTERERS

4';1‘5' CLITHEROE
p

Y

Gisburn, Nr, Clitheroe
Ll
FOR

bk
trovistons, Hary

Main Street,

%V%A?@Wméy%aﬁm/mm@w&@/mwfg%apgfmwm%/a%
essentials. Slaidbuwm still s its 5%%& W/L/Iba&t aﬁﬂwe a}ef/wfeq%% /am//peoiplé,

Branchey g

Slaidburn shop and Post Office TON-BY-BOwL AND

BOL
e and  SLAIDBURN

sport. The Bounty Bus service was owned by Tom Leedham of Dunsop

Another essential aspect of village life s public tran
ur times on. Tuesday which was market day. It didn’t have any designated

Bridge and went to Clitheroe three times every day, and fo

stops; locals just waited until it appeared, then stuck their hand out.
The owner of the decorator’s shop in Clitheroe got a phone call from someone in the village asking him to put a tin of paint on

the bus, he taped the fare to the tin hid with the address on and it was delivered that day. It would also deliver groceries and post. A

flexible timetable meant that no one was left behind and unscheduled stops were often made.
One lady got on the bus Slaidburn and she remembered she’d left her oven on so the bus wailed with all its passengers so she

could go home and check. In the days of the village dances il would be waiting at 2am to take the revellers home.

¢ for Northern & Road Transport & General Insurance

CHIPPING GARAGE

(R. Ellison - M. Higgins)

MOTOR & AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS
BATTERY CHARGING — WELDING — REBORING,
ENGINE OVERHAULS — TYRES, BATTERIES ANP
ACCESSORIES — Agency for D.E.R.V. Peirol and Oils

CHIPPING, Nr. PRESTON Telephone: 203

Agent

Publy,
¥ Izlc tr:imsport to the villages is noz;)
v
Organi:eeducec.l, the people of Scorton h:
their own solution and now have
ve

a minibus tax; ¢
o take resid,
ort s ents to Ga ng
Jor the bigger shops and superrnarket.: i

N. Nr. Clitherge
SLAIDBURN
221

. .The mobile library is still a regular
visitor to most of the villages in the AONB

3 ‘ 4 ¥
SRR AT R e e R T | Sometimes social events have been held in the most unusual

places:. Le€dham ’s Garage in Du#sop Bridge was cleared
one night in the sixties for this g |rage fling to be held as a

!:

[}

community.




_ LOCALSHOWS | g

The spring and summer months are the /

time for the local agricultural sl}o

lace. : : .
& They remain a celebration of rural life and a R

chance for farmers and villagers to .soci&lise as
well as a popular day out for families from a

wide radius.

ws to take

There are mariy classes for animclzls :imd %&ﬂ 29

mvolved. : :

~ produce, and everyone can getin ( v S
“ S " Hodder Valley show 1980

7N
The Hoddet Valley Agricultural & Horticoltural Society
26th ANNUAL

SHOW

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14th
DUCKMIRE FARM, SLAIDBURN

Cattle, Shosp, Horticulture, Handiorafts.
Children's and Y.F.C.'s Clnsses.

SHEEP DOG TRIALS ( British Ch
Winners) - WRESTLING — RACING
DISPLAY OF POLICE VEHICLES — LICENSED BAR
AND OTHER SIDE SHOWS — OFEN TUG-O-WAR

Schedules and Entry Forms from and Enquires to:
J. ‘Thompsen, Dunnow Lodge, Slaldburn. Tel. Slaidburn 28T

ALTER - N THE
THE D A N c E INSTITUTE
sHOW HEWTON

Bentﬁam Show 2014

3 ':,v 't’; PNy A Ly .
4th 25th & 26th MAY 2014

=

C‘lpp'mg Show 2014

Cheese tent, Chipping

Chipping Show has a ‘}_;;ncy dress
whole tent for cheeses
as many of the dairies

and producers are in the

The tradition of a May Queen is still alive and well in
many villages. The queen is chosen from the local area
and she has a retinue of attendants who accompany her
through the village to the stage where she is crowned.

Crown bearer S]

thiousandt of visitors ; ek

- da,

o aidburn May Queen

— Slaidburn Silver Band
»

Slau?bum Silver band isa
. . a P .
Slaidburn Silver Band on the march Je tmllzar sight and sound
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a Spring festival. This ~glant was y
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ra wer 4 )
Quiligiatls "X ¢ very proud of hearing the ert “Brass at the Bounty >
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strict plannming regulations s
area is maintained. Many )
years ago and the main 1

The AONB is subject to
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landscape and beauty of t -
ok the same now as they did fifty

- ) 171 ance
n to retain thewr traditional appear ;
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Several village
mills have closed
| over the past 50
years, and some
of them have
been-converted
into housing
rather than
demolished, such
as Riverside
Mill in West
Bradford.
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tted from the YOS

benefl Pt dundant people and families who want
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ra 3 . . ,
CHCOL{ ‘\ilto TR several small scale housing % ...and this one at Maiden Bridge
e SR
peop Bashall Barn developments over the years. which is a successful gallery.
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Maiden Bridge gallery =







Several people we spoke to
mentioned the increased amount
of traffic in the villages and the
difficulty of parking but this has
been a long standing issue.

new car park wag made!

Trampers enable access for all

s
nich faces & RIowing

‘rtation

:re"lum car [park on & id
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packed R

“Fewer P€
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s with chil

river and people P!

| iR
Ong of the Clitheroe Ramblers, the late John
Whitehead was very active in campaigning
for access rights.

of these Trampers, specially designed four-wheel

all park ot im
1

"‘Ab."‘| oming inl0 e,
o omir, <
for people_comirg

e in the
Sunday cnicking”

It enables people who have difficulty walking, who
are less able or who may be disabled to experience

/ R e e :
Slaidburn car park
will be so welcome

OUNCIL approval for &
L-yehicle car pak gt
aldburs s

mcchanical diguera —

e
round 0

The AONB has been successful in opening up areas
of the countryside for disabled people by the purchase

drive all-terrain electric buggies, which can be used
off road and even on rough ground, mud and grass.

the countryside; and to accompany friends and family

when out walking.

Parking restricted at/near the school
with walks arranged to the school ev

The AONB is criss crossed with
and bridleways, but back in the 60s m

footpaths

: any

walkers did not get a welcome in our fells. -”:,
v

The Ramblers Association

W, }ccen:nes all walkers to a major
s

\
\
A ALLY
Calling for PUBLIC ACCESS to the
FOREST OF BOWLAND
FORBIDDEN MOORLANDS
With Janet Street-Porter R.A. President

and Louise Eliman éLeac‘er of Lanca

shire C
ouncil) i

Michael Hindley MEP (Member of European
Parillament, Lancashire South)

Robyn Pyle, Managing Director, North West Water
Properties

US Ramblers' Chairman Alan Howard and Director
Alan Mattingly

at GARSTANG HIGH SCHOOL

at Bowgreave on B8430 three-quarters of mile south

of Garstang
Noon, Sunday, September 25th, 1994

Parking available in Garstang,
ery 20 minutes from 1010 11

a.m. and short, medium or long return walks to Garstang

gly popular, partly
ur de France champion

Sir Bradley Wiggi i
1 gIns saying that
his favoured training grougnd.:=1 Fowland was

e P T

Road cycling is increasin
due to Olympic and To

' Over the years there has been a
. campaign to open up larger areas
 of the countryside to allow more

people to have access to it.

The Ramblers Association has
been instrumental in campaigning

_for the retention of footpaths-and-—"

establishing new routes.

The Countryside and Rights of Way
Act in 2000 allowed anyone to walk
Jreely on “areas of moor, common,
mountain and heath land that
are mapped”, without needing to
restrict themselves to footpaths.

This has had an impact on some
areas of the AONB and walkers

___“éuﬁcow a familiar sight in many
re

ote areas.

- 3 <I )
CROW launch, 2004: the first walk i
country in the Hodder Valle

n open

! y after the passin
of‘the Countryside and Rights of Way Act. ¢

LS

Some of the area has been subject
to TV fame, notably Downham as the
fictional village of Ormston for the
ITV series “Born and Bred”. The 1960s
film “Whistle Down the Wind” starring
Hayley Mills and several local children
was also shot on location in Downham.

Wuthering Heights

The Youth Hostel in Slaidburn has
been open since 1933.

We spoke to a lady in her late
60s from Bolton who is a volunteer
warden there and used to come to
the hostel when she was a teenager.
She would walk all the way from
Clitheroe!

Cyclists on the route from Lands
End tbjohn o’ Groats often stay.at the
YHA and say it is the nicest area they
g0 through on their way to Scotland. =

the 19905 TV series

' many yellow lines!

Knowlmere M anor in N

In 1978 Chipping was chose.n
for some of the exterior shots. n
the BBC mini-series of Wuthering

) Haworth had too
Helghtsa & ThCY also
and

some

used Knowlmere Manor
Browsholme Hall for
interior shots.

ewton was the

9 ew setting for
['he Rift Raff Element”. o

o

SF8 /e lin © Chris Gomersal
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icnic near C

: T
i i
£ :

Downham

Browsholme Hall
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Neil Jones, game
for 30 years.

The large areas of moorland and
woodland in the Forest of Bowland
are popular with sportsmen who
appreciate the care and effort that the
local gamekeepers put into rearing and
caring for the pheasants, grouse and
partridge who thrive in these conditions.

Always a contentious topic,
shooting provides a big boost to the
local economy. The shooting parties
will stay at local B&Bs and hotels, there
are people who provide the poults for

Y

T - -
keeper for the Whitew

. .

gamekeeper

-

el shoot, has been a

the gamekeepers; local restaurants who
regularly feature game on their menus;
and the pubs who provide the meeting
places for the post-shoot drinks.
Gamekeepers are also responsible
for maintaining areas of the countryside
which may otherwise go untended.
Predators are trapped using legal traps.
The first Larson trap in the Hodder
/alley was made by a local gamekeeper
from a picture on the front cover of the
Shooting Times!

as there are more sh
T.here are strict gui
with a whistle and

WMW@MWPWMWQWW/W of the gfé@m. %a/zm
fas thiee major Wvers —the yte, Tobble and Pune- with thetr Mg’mée/mgwta/uf,
within its boundrey. Al attract latege numbers of fishemmen and the Tbble Ryers liust
have voluntecs MJ%@WWMWM 5&40719@5/&/2 iweitobrates which indeate fiow
M&@%@W%Wﬁ%%;&%ﬂ%@m@w%wﬁmwwﬂ/w
and Abal with. = ‘
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Bll Woos isan expeinced waller and restored the grouse
butts on Waddington Fell recently.

- -
Ahﬂlyvirwolh_nm Bridge.

MON SUNDAY ST

RN

The workload of the

gamekeepers has increased
ooFmg days each year.
delines - some wil] start

end wi e .
shooting willy nilly.” ith a horn, it's not just

the salmon going up river to spawn.

“Salmon Sunday” in Paythorne in November
used to be a regular event for people watching

Sadly, the floods of 1967 which devastated Wray and Dunsop
Bridge also seriously affected the rivers and it has taken 20 years
for the river and fishing stock to get back to normal.

3

Gisburn Races party in the 1960s

a “Point to Point” to be held in

d Ribblesdale first organised ‘
N ; hat the winner of the

Gisburn in1906. One of its claims to fame is t .
1980 Grand National, Ben Nevis, ran there several times.

' ‘ 4 " iand 1o a tWedengin win I the Pendls -
{ | Joft) riding. BNl Bland 1o & tW L ;
‘\' "'v “ ‘_mml;l:n:t n:_d'ginwn Harrires' W um_t‘mn“m Cup y

120,000 have
~ adayat

|

 the races

. I 4 -to-Point

| X and Craven Harriers' Hom Polnt-to-Fr

i st A Pt ot g S B DL
E}t‘l‘!h In ln-r:rlua win hv 2 20 to 1 Saytsider” Two Sorines.

Air Ambulance

The Bowland Pennine Mountain Rescue
was set up after two boys from Preston
c.lzed on the fells in March 1962. T heir HQ
s at Smelt Mill Cottages in the heart of

Bowland. The ;
i Yy work closel z
Ambulance. osely with the Air

Not all animals are
welcome. Moles are
a constant problem
for farmers and
gardeners and
there are several
molecatchers in
the area.

~ Club

"HODDER VALLEY FOXHOUNDS
Whippet Racing

Open Terrier and
Ferret Racing

SUNDAY, MAY 20th,
Racing takes place in

2-30 p.m.
the field

behind the Joiners Shop, Boiton-by:

Bowland

CHILDREN
THE

AND OAPs 25p
FIELD




We are looking forward to the future,
and although there will inevitably be
more change we are confident that
our combined efforts and passion for
the Forest of Bowland will ensure that
it remains an outstandingly beautiful
landscape.

Scanning the horizon we see the
beginnings of Ash Dieback affecting our
beautiful trees and woodlands; and there
are certainly more changes to come with
food prices, agricultural payments and the
provision of services in our villages.

However, people are working hard to
protect the area, volunteers still step
forward, and young people continue
to take on work in farming and estate

management: so here's to the next fifty
years!
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This Scrapbook was compiled during the
summer of 2014 and we met and spoke
to as many people as possible during that
time, but inevitably there will be people
and stories we have missed. So, if you have
more stories to tell, or photos to share,

which tell us about rural life in Bowland
since 1964, please get in touch with us at
www.facebook.com/bowlandscrapbook.
We will continue to collect stories and to
upload images and recordings to an online
archive at History Pin.

Every effort has been made to report
conversations accurately, and all the
photographs and documents published

in the Scrapbook are used with the kind
permission of the contributors. Other
image credits: Jon Brook (front cover);
Graham Cooper (Dinckling Green, Bluebell
Woods, Sheep on the fells, Walkers on
Clougha); Richard Saunders, Natural
England (Hen Harrier), The Traddock Hotel
(Cottage Garden), Jill Skelton (Fell runners
at Chipping Show).
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