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We have a space problem
• Cars are big, and getting bigger.

• Cars are parked 96% of the time.

• 30% of households don’t have a vehicle

• 30% of women don’t have a driving licence

• 20% of men don’t have a driving licence

• Cars also aren’t necessarily why tourists have sought to leave the city behind.

What could we do with this space?



3

Leyburn



4

Malton



5West Yorkshire Combined Authority westyorks-ca.gov.uk

We have a space problem
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Efficient use of scarce resources…
Electrification is vital to helping transport hit net zero.

• If we have limited lithium / cadmium / etc. or 
want to minimise environmental impact, is 
electrifying our existing inefficiency a good 
choice?

• One F150 “Lightning” Battery can power 
300 e-bikes

• Four F150 Batteries could power a bus

• Also the average modern house has 34 
“charging stations” for an e-bike already 
in situ.
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Some questions to consider…

• How do people get to the countryside?

• How do people move around within rural areas?

• What about those trips where a car is needed?

• What are our alternative options?

• What would the benefits be?
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To Rural areas?
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Within Rural Areas?
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Within Rural Areas?

• Average (mean) journey is 8.3 miles

• This means a lot are under that. 

• That’s about 40 minutes at 13/14 mph

• Not beyond the realms of possibility…

• And what about e-bikes?
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What about where a car / van is needed?

• Car Clubs / Van rental provide real opportunity

• Each vehicle replaces c. 15 private cars

• Rent the right vehicle for the right journey

• Encourages using other modes

• Provides support for residents, too

• Berwick Car Club supported by visitors
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What would the benefits be?
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Some Final Thoughts

• Important to not be defeatist – we aren’t stuck with cars forever

• Advocates and business support for solutions are welcome!

• Yes, infrastructure is needed – but a lot of rural places have 
excellent active travel and/or bus infrastructure already!

We can work with what we have to make living, working and 

visiting rural areas more pleasant yet!
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Thank you

21/03/2023
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