
WELCOME TO
WRAY
Local Information, Attractions,
Activities and Accommodation
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Wray

Lancaster

ClitheroeBowland AONB

FOREST OF
BOWLAND
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Wray is popular with cyclists and walkers exploring the
Lune valley.It is on the Lancashire cycleway and there are
many excellent cycle routes in and around Lancaster.Visit
this website to plan your excursions and download cycle
routes www.lancashire.gov.uk/environment/cycling.Whilst
in Wray,check out events held at the Wray Institute.The
Institute becomes the local cinema ‘The Wray Flix’several
times a year.

This project received funding support from the Lancashire Rural Tourism Initiative,which is
funded through the Lancashire Rural Recovery Action Plan supported by the Northwest

Regional Development Agency and Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board.

The History of Wray
Wray,taking its name from the steep sided crook in the
Roeburn river and meaning ‘corner’in Norse,was a
planned and planted settlement.When Hornby was
‘upgraded’to a town by the Lord of Hornby in the 12th
century,Wray was established as a farming community in
contrast to the tradesmen and manufacturers who
continued at Hornby.

Wray gained a fulling mill for treating woven wool cloth
and later on some weaving industry.In the 17th century,
the old houses with dry stone walls,thatched roofs and
ladders leading to lofts were replaced by two storey
stone built houses that you can see today with proper
chimneys and staircases.

Also in the 17th century,the Quakers built a meeting
house,now the Methodist Chapel.The Quakers refused
to pay agricultural tithes to the established church and 

How to find us 
Public Transport: Check Traveline 0870 608 2 608 or
www.transportforlancashire.com for travel information.
The nearest station is at Wennington, 1.5 miles away,
which is on the Leeds to Morecambe line.
Travel Information for the FOB can be found on
www.forestofbowland.com

By Road: Wray is approximately 10 miles from Lancaster
taking the A683 towards Kirkby Lonsdale before branching
off on the B6480 towards Bentham, Clapham and Settle.

The renowned Scarecrow Festival and Fair attracts tens of
thousands of visitors each year and demonstrates the
community spirit and resilience of the local villagers.Every
year there is a different theme and scarecrows are often
completed in secrecy and displayed at the last moment
hoping to win the top prize from the judges.The whole
event lasts a week and culminates in a fair on the May
Day Bank Holiday.To see more about Wray and the
festival then why not visit www.wrayvillage.co.uk?

this led them and the village towards manufacturing
industry rather than farming.Despite the good influence
of Quakers and Methodists,Wray was on the whole a
poor and rough village at that time.

The great agricultural depression of the 1880s was the
low point of Wray.The school was rehoused in a new
building.A reading room and coffee house were set up
and the railway was built.After the First World War,Wray
gained a public Institute.In the time following the 2nd
world war,improvements to road transport led to Wray
growing steadily and increasing in prosperity.

The Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB) is a nationally protected landscape and
internationally important for its heather moorland, blanket
bog and rare birds. It is the first protected area in England
to be awarded the European Charter for Sustainable
Tourism in Protected Areas. The Charter approach
ensures that organisations, local people and businesses are
working together to protect the area, whilst at the same
time increasing opportunities for visitors to discover and
enjoy its special qualities. Sustainable tourism aims to
make a low impact on the environment and local culture,
while encouraging better income, employment and
conservation of the very landscape upon which our
tourism is based.

For more information regarding the Forest of Bowland
AONB, visit the website at www.forestofbowland.com
or ring 01772 531473 for an information leaflet.
The businesses featured here are part of the 
local economy which supports this special 
landscape - please support them with your 
custom and enjoy your stay!

The Wray Flood of 1967
and the Scarecrow festival
In 1967,a flash flood of incredible speed and ferocity in
the river Roeburn left a trail of destruction that resulted in
the loss of houses,bridges,livestock,vehicles,and personal
possessions.Remarkably,despite the scale of the
devastation caused by the flood,no serious harm was
done to the people of the village and surrounding area.In
the space where the houses once were is now a
community garden with a stone mosaic commemorating
the flood.Don’t miss this!
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.co.uk
O

n site hom
e cooking using local produce

w
herever possible.A

n  outlet for approx.30
local artists and a good range of quality gifts.
Free car park for w

alkers and lots of room
 for

the children to play on the playground.
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O

pen:7am
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 M
on to Fri,7am

 to 5pm
 Sat,

9am
 –12 noon Sun

Everything you w
ould expect of a village shop

and m
ore! Fruit and vegetables,fresh bread 

and cakes.Lune valley m
ilk,Bow

land bacon
and sausages.O

ff-licence,cards,new
spapers,

dry-cleaning.
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Preston,PR

26 9H
P

Tel:01772 601525
W

eb:w
w

w
.balloonsoverlancashire.co.uk

The launch site at W
ray enables passengers to

enjoy a truely breath taking experience flying
over the Forest of Bow

land,and surrounding
countryside.

D
uring the flight passengers can

experience the beautiful view
s and enjoy the

spectacular scenery from
 the air.
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G

Tel:015242 21403
The G

eorge and D
ragon w

elcom
es you to

W
ray! C

osy village pub w
ith a reputation for

food and lovely enclosed garden - great for 
children.G

ood beer guide listed and on the
Lancashire cycle w

ay.U
nusual pub gam

es.
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A
ddress:

Spens Brow
,Tatham

,Lancaster,LA
2 8PP

Tel:015242 62424
H

oliday hom
e sleeping 4 to 6,built and fur-

nished to a high standard.Private garden,park-
ing and outdoor dining area,w

ith patio heater
and barbecue,on decked patio in som

e of the
best scenery around.
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ddress:M
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oeburndale W
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K
T el:015242 22214/015242 21880
W

eb:w
w

w
.m

iddlew
ood.org.uk

Environm
ental centre and com

m
unity in the

Roeburn valley ancient w
oodlands.C

ourses on
sustainability,perm

aculture,crafts and spirituality.
Rustic furniture,yurts and solar kiln dried local
hardw

oods f or sale . O
r ganic lam

b,apples,plum
s

and chutneys in season. A
ccom

m
odation in

cam
ping barn,or study centre.
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A
ddress:Bridge H

ouse Farm
 T ear oom

s, W
ray,

Lancaster ,LA
2 8Q

P
Tel:015242 21389
O

pen:
Phone for seasonal opening tim

es
Som

ething different for the garden! U
nusual

garden gifts,including topiary w
ire art,quality

plants suited to the area.Sound horticultural
advice and a fr iendl y ,inform

al approach.Planted
container s for the hom

e,office and events.
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A
ddress:Low
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,Lancaster,LA
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L

Tel:015242 21326
Step back in tim

e as a w
arm

 w
elcom

e aw
aits

you at the Bridge Inn,a charm
ing 17th century

coaching Inn.Fam
ily run,traditional hom

e-
cook ed food and the finest cask ales and lagers.
C

aravan club site of the year in 2005.
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A
ddress:H

ornb y R
oad, W

ra y ,Lancaster,LA
2

8Q
N

Tel:015242 21722
Friendly local pub on the m

ain road passing
through W

r ay.Serves cask conditioned ales.
Functions and parties catered for on request.

A
plaque above the door of this listed building is
inscr ibed ‘F .C

. Sm
ith 1775’. The N

ew
 Inn has

under gone m
ajor reno vation and is due to

reopen in 2007.
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D
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W

eb:w
w

w
.lunesdalearts.co.uk

Paintings in oils and pastels,charcoal draw
ings

depicting local scenes,farm
ing,anim

als and 1st
W

orld W
ar battlefields.C

heck the w
ebsite for

details of the Lunesdale ar tists tr ail - paintings,
textiles,prints,sculptures,m

osaics,ceram
ics,

w
atercolour s, dr aw

ings and photography.
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A
ddress:R

ussells Lane,H
igh Tatham

,Lancaster,
LA

2 8PQ
Tel:015242 22599
Em

ail:sw
allow

cottage05@
yahoo.co.uk

V
isit Br itain:«

«
«
«

R
ating

Sw
allo w

 C
ottage is par t of a recentl y con verted

17th centur y barn w
ith outstanding view

s
tow

ards M
orecam

be Bay and the Lake D
istrict

H
ills.It is surrounded by farm

land and is a
peaceful location.
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A
ddress:5 km

 from
 H

ornby up the single
track r oad to R

oeburndale W
est just after a

nar row
 bridge,LA

2 9LN
This tin y chapel has regular Sunda y ser vices and
is al w

a ys open for visitors.Inside there are a
num

ber of interesting item
s and dedications.

O
utside there is a toilet flushed by rainw

ater 
– installed recently w

ith the help of local 
volunteers.This is also available for tourists!
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Follow

 the carved stone w
aym

arkers w
ith im

ages depicting the local landscape and
w

ildlife.The im
ages w

ere designed by local schoolchildren and used by the carvers 
w

ho attended the carving w
orkshops,under the guidance of local stone carver 

Boris H
ow

arth.


