Wray Walks:
Bridges and Wray

Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Flood
Route Summary
A short, circular walk exploring the picturesque village of Wray.

Route Overview
Category: Walking
Rating: Unrated
Surface: Smooth
Date Published: 12th February 2019
Difficulty: Easy
Length: 1.100 km / 0.69 mi
Last Modified: 12th February 2019

Description
In the past Wray has supported many small-scale industries including hatters, nailers’ workshops and oak swill basket
makers. Felt hat making was based in several cottages close to the River Roeburn some of which were washed away
by the Wray flood. This source of clean water was believed to have given the hats a superior finish. The wool was
carded locally and fuel was readily available either as turf, coal or timber. As you walk up the main street you will see
the flood gardens, commemorating the great flood of 1967, when houses were washed away from this site but luckily
noone was killed. The mosaic by the river was designed by local artist Maggy Howarth and made by the community
for a Millennium project. Wray school was built with money given by Captain Richard Pooley in 1684. He fought for the
Roundheads in the civil war and after came home to Wray. As you can see from the plaque on the wall, Brian Holme
(founder of the Law Society) also attended this school. Kitten Bridge or ‘Kitting Bridge’ over the River Roeburn was
washed away.

Waypoints
1
(54.10180; -2.60359)
Leave Bridge House Farm tearooms and turn right. Go over the bridge and carry on up the main street.

2
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(54.10193; -2.60820)
Turn left after the village shop and you will come to the school.

3
(54.10134; -2.60890)
Take the footpath left up the side of the school. This route is known as The Spout and will lead you through to Kitten
Bridge over the River Roeburn.

4
(54.09942; -2.60760)
Cross over this bridge and up to the road and turn left to follow the road back to Bridge House Farm tearooms.
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