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Make a camouflage headdress
Can you imagine what it would be like to be a lapwing or a curlew chick?

Lapwings and curlews make their nests on the ground.  Lapwings build their nests in between tufts of long grass in rough fields and curlews build their nests on moorland. Chicks do not rely on their parents to bring them food. They follow their parents around looking for minibeasts to eat. The chicks can be very vulnerable as they move around in the grass. They are prey for many predators.  In the sky there are predators such as crows, hen harrier and kestrels, looking for a tasty meal to feed their own chicks!

The young lapwing and curlew chicks cannot yet fly and need to be well camouflaged and very still to help them to hide from these predators.

Your task for this activity is to design a headdress that would prevent one of these predators seeing YOU from the sky!

Here are few ideas.  You and your teacher may have plenty of your own.  Think carefully about where the chick will be living before choosing your colours and materials.  You may wish to look at photographs of lapwing and curlew chicks in books or on line before starting.

Using an old hat.

Decorate an old hat with twigs, straw and leaves or pieces of fabric and material.

Using a scarf or headband.

Tie a scarf around your head.  Find suitable materials to decorate it.

Using strips of card.

Cut strips of card about 3cm wide, and long enough to go around and over your head with a little extra length to fasten them.  They can be fastened together with staples or sellotape.  You will need one band to go around your head and at least two more to go over your head.

When finished, it should look rather like a cycle helmet.

Decorate this with natural materials, coloured paper or cloth.
www.rspb.org.uk
www.forestofbowland.com

The RSPB speaks out for birds and wildlife, tackling the problems that threaten our environment. Nature is amazing - help us keep it that way.
'The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654

