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Birds of Bowland: Key Species

Curlew

From late February curlews return to their breeding grounds on the moor and upland pastures where they will remain until July.

Winter flock numbers build up in Morecambe Bay from July and reach a peak in January and February.  Some small groups remain in the river valleys on regularly favoured fields, only leaving them during periods of hard frost.
Lapwing

Lapwings are widespread throughout Bowland.  Winter flocks begin to break up in late February, when the birds begin to return to their upland breeding grounds on farmland, meadows and fallow fields.

In the breeding season, lapwings need different conditions for nesting and for chick rearing.  The birds need a good all round view from the nest to spot predators, and nest either on bare ground or in short vegetation.  They often choose rough or broken ground to aid concealment of the nest.  Spring sown crops and rough grazing are ideal.  Soon after hatching, the parents will lead the downy covered chicks to suitable feeding areas, where the supply of surface invertebrates is good and the vegetation low.  Ideally, this is nearby grassland containing flood pools and damp patches.
After the breeding season, they leave the upland areas and move to lowland fields.  High concentrations of lapwings are found in Morecambe Bay and the Ribble Estuary during the winter.

Hen Harrier

Bowland is one of the most important hen harrier breeding sites in England.  Hen harriers arrive on their upland breeding areas from late March and stay there until August or September.  They favour heather moorland and conifer plantations.

In autumn, they disperse to the coastal plains and are seen on the Ribble Estuary, at Martin Mere and Leighton Moss.  There have also been winter sightings in the Trough of Bowland and at Stocks reservoir. 

To complete the map

· Read the information about the curlew, lapwing and hen harrier.

· Locate and label the following places on the map:  the Forest of Bowland, Morecambe Bay, Leighton Moss, Martin Mere and the Ribble Estuary.

· Draw arrows from the Forest of Bowland to show where the birds overwinter.

· Use different coloured arrows for each bird.

· Give your map a key.
www.rspb.org.uk
www.forestofbowland.com

The RSPB speaks out for birds and wildlife, tackling the problems that threaten our environment. Nature is amazing - help us keep it that way.
'The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654
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