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How your Landscape was formed

Over millions of years, the action of natural forces on the different types of underlying rock has created the landscape of valleys and rounded fells, which we see in Bowland today.

About 350 million years ago, this part of Britain was actually near the equator and was covered by shallow tropical seas with coral reefs.  Over time, the remains of corals and sea creatures in the sediments were compacted to form limestone, which now contains marine fossils.  Later the seas became more muddy leaving deposits that became mudstones and shales.  Rivers flowing south from Scotland formed enormous river deltas that dropped sand and gravel creating sandstone and gritstone.

About 300 – 200 million years ago huge forces on the surface of the planet pushed the land mass north to where it is now.  The massive pressure caused the layers of rock to crumple and crack into folds and faults.

· Children can recreate this by taking an old telephone directory and squeezing it so that it arches upward and the pages represent layers of rock.

About 2 million years ago, the climate became colder and we entered an ice age.  Although there were some periodic warmer phases, much of Britain was covered by ice sheets that finally melted about 12,000 years ago.

The movement of the ice over the land scraped away layers of rock and shaped the landscape to create the fells and valleys we see today.  Towards the end of the ice age, the frozen soil and rock thawed out and became so water saturated that large masses of land slipped downhill.  This instability continues today and a few years ago, a landslip blocked the road from Dunsop Bridge to the Trough.

www.rspb.org.uk
www.forestofbowland.com

The RSPB speaks out for birds and wildlife, tackling the problems that threaten our environment. Nature is amazing - help us keep it that way.
'The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654

