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Felt-making notes

Choose fleece in appropriate colours.

Divide children into groups of 3 –they will create one piece of felt.

Each group is given one main colour of fleece and a smaller portion of a toning colour.

Note: Some children may need to wear disposable gloves when using the washing up liquid.

Procedure;

Lay towel out and place piece of bubblewrap on top bubble-side up.

Pull off strands of fleece and lay in slightly overlapping rows to create a rectangular base layer.

Repeat and lay second layer at 90degrees

Add layer of tonal colour either to make one complete layer or leave glimpses of base colour.

Tuck ends of rectangle under to neaten.

Place layer of net curtain over the fleece. 

Sprinkle warm water containing washing up liquid to wet all fleece and press net down – make sure edges are wet.

Fold bubblewrap over top and start to rub gently over surface.

Check by lifting net and top layer of bubblewrap then cover and continue.

Rub again slightly harder, then open up and turn fabric over, cover and rub the other side.

Uncover and knead fabric.  Open out and repeat, continue thus intermittently wetting with warm water until fabric is ready.

Rinse with clean water and leave to dry.
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The RSPB speaks out for birds and wildlife, tackling the problems that threaten our environment. Nature is amazing - help us keep it that way.
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