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Summary  

Stephen Park within the modern Gisburn Forest plantations is described as a former deer-park in 
archaeological reports and other works τ including the Lancashire Historic Environment Record τ 
but the primary documentary evidence is tenuous. This study, part-funded by the Forestry 
Commission, seeks to gather information from medieval manuscripts and printed primary sources to 
clarify whether deer were imparked at the Park, and by whom. Chancery rolls and other Crown 
documents were reviewed to substantiate the claims; evidence such as a licence to impark, grants of 
deer, accounts of pale fence construction, appointment of park staff etc., were sought to indicate a 
functional deer-park. The role of the Hamerton family in the enclosure and development of the site, 
and the principal agricultural functions of the Park within the Hammerton area, were also reviewed. 
An account of the rise of the family in the Slaidburn, Wigglesworth and Hellifield areas is presented, 
up to the ignominy by the attainder and execution of Sir Stephen Hamerton in 1537 for his activities 
in the Pilgrimage of Grace, and the seizure of his assets by the Crown. New insights into the activities 
and status of the Hamerton family in the medieval period are discussed. 

To support the documentary research, the results of a field study within the Park are described, the 
purpose of the survey being to find and characterise the pre-forestry enclosure boundaries shown 
on nineteenth century tithe and Ordnance Survey mapping. The relationships of the ditches and 
banks on the outer bounds of the settlement and its internal enclosures were noted to determine if 
the boundaries would function as an encompassing deer-park pale, and if the banks and ditches 
were used to retain or to exclude deer and cattle.  

The documentary research failed to find any evidence of a functioning deer-park. The field survey 
did not discover evidence of a pale or a circuitous curvilinear boundary designed to retain deer. 
There was an indication that much of the surviving external boundary of the settlement was 
designed to exclude animals such as wild deer. It is emphasised that tƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƴŀƳŜ ΨǇŀǊƪΩ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
not be interpreted as presumptive evidence that the enclosures contained introduced deer; ΨǇŀǊƪΩ ŀǎ 
a place name was employed historically, particularly in the north, to describe assarts τ enclosures 
taken from the common or waste for farm stock such as cattle, and for arable use.  

The earliest use of the place name was in the early sixteenth century when the land was held by Sir 
Stephen. It is probable that the park was named after him, although Stephen was a recurring name 
in the Hamerton family, but no evidence was uncovered that any of the Stephens before him named 
or made the park. His grandfather, also Sir Stephen, was likewise an influential and wealthy man but 
is considered a subsidiary contender for the naming of the Park. An inquisition in 1517-1518 
undertaken by the Chancery noted that Sir Stephen (jnr.) had enlarged his ΨparkΩ in Hammerton, the 
earliest use of this topographical name in the manor. The earliest use of the settlement name 
Stephen Park was as ΨStevenparkeΩ ƛƴ 1533 within the Manor of Slaidburn Court Rolls. Stephen Park 
was used for conventional farming activities by sub-tenants in the 1530sΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ {ƛǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ 
execution. 

It is not known exactly when the Park area was assarted, but it is possible that the area was used for 
the breeding and grazing of cattle and other stock in the twelfth century τ there is charter evidence 
that the Hesbert area, adjoining Stephen Park but in a different manor, was used for pasture in the 
late twelfth century when the Percy family granted land to Sawley Abbey. There were pasture 
enclosures in the Hesbert area in the mid-thirteenth century. 

It is concluded that Stephen Park was not a pre-sixteenth century deer-park, nor a deer-park 
subsequently. The settlement is probably a former farmed assart and from indirect evidence, may 
date from at least the thirteenth century. 
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Stephen Park within modern Gisburn Forest τ was it a pre-
sixteenth century deer-park of the Hamerton family? 

Introduction 

Stephen Park is a former farm settlement situated 4.8 km north-east of Slaidburn. It is now in 
Easington civil parish and largely enveloped by deciduous woodland and the conifer plantations of 
Gisburn Forest, except for a small meadow at the rear of the house. To the north within the forest 
are the currently uninhabited farms of Hesbert Hall and Hindley Head, each with improved enclosed 
pastures. The landowner is United Utilities PLC and the Forestry Commission leases the land for 
forestry, the public estate being managed by Forest Enterprise England.1 Afforestation with conifers 
started in 1949 but more recently has been supplemented by the planting of native woodland. 
Sloping down from the Stephen Park buildings to Bottoms Beck2 is Park Wood (8 ha), designated as 
Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland. The farmhouse (Figure 1 and Figure 2) and associated buildings are 
currently the centre of a recreational hub of cycle and walking trails. The Park was within the old 
district of Dalehead, acquired in stages by the Fylde Water Board in the 1910s and 1920s for water 
catchment to feed the proposed Stocks Reservoir, finally opened in 1932. The former hamlet of 
Stocks-in-Bowland is below the water. Hesbert Hall and Hindley Head are in Gisburn Forest civil 
parish, the boundary passing down Bottoms Beck, circumventing Stephen Park up Hesbert Hall Syke 
to its source and then down Bond Beck heading south. 

The earliest date-stone in Stephen Park farmhouse and its outbuildings is 1662,3 but the settlement 
predates this. The earliest known use of the place-name according to SmithΩǎ The Place-Names of 
the West Riding of Yorkshire is in MiniǎǘŜǊǎΩ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ of 1538, named Ψ{ǘŜǾȅƴǇŀǊƪŜΩΦ4 Prior to this 
date the Park was associated with the Hamerton family, lords of the manor of Hamerton (modern 
Hammerton) in Easington township.5 Slaidburn, Hammerton and the Park are now in Lancashire but 
were formerly in the historical county of the West Riding of Yorkshire. Hammerton is the site of a 
Ψ5ŜǎŜǊǘŜŘ aŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΩ and was situated on the east bank of the Hodder, associated with the 
c.1600 Hammerton Hall6 (Figure 3) and lands to the east, extending onto Hammerton Mere 
approaching the Park. 

The principal aims of this report are to determine if the Park was a medieval7 deer-park, and to 
clarify the role of the Hamerton family in the creation and management of the Park area and 
environs. 

                                                           
1 The holding is 1245 ha, 60 ha of which is agricultural land, buildings and quarries. Eighty-eight per cent of the woodland 
has tree cover, of which 84% is conifer and 16% is broadleaved. Gisburn Forest Plan 2015, available from 
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/BEEH-9WMK63. 
2 From the north it is known as Brown Hills Beck then Dob Dale Beck. 
3 Stephen Park Slaidburn Lancashire: Archaeological Building survey, January 2000, Lancaster University Archaeology Unit, 
Report No. 1999-00/(040)/AUA 8944, p. 7. Available at Lancashire Archives DDX 1915/73/1. 
4 A.H. Smith, The Place-Names of the West Riding of Yorkshire. Part VI: East & West Staincliffe and Ewcross Wapentakes 
(Cambridge/English Place-Name Society, 1961), p. 203. 
5 Until the twentieth century, Easington township had two detached parts, Lower and Upper; Hammerton and Stephen 
Park were in the latter. In the medieval period, it is probable that they were within the ecclesiastical parish of Slaidburn, 
Deanery of Craven. Taxatio Ecclesiastica Angliae and Walliae Auctoritate P. Nicholai IV, circa 1291 (Record Commission, 
1802). 
6 IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ Ψ[ƛǎǘ 9ƴǘǊȅ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ IŀƳƳŜǊǘƻƴ IŀƭƭΣ bƻΦ мосннсфΩΦ https://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-
list/list-entry/1362269, accessed 28 May 2016. 
7 ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ΨƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭΩ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ мпур όǘƘŜ ŀǎŎŜƴŘŀƴŎȅ ƻŦ IŜƴǊȅ ±LLύΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀǊƪƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
Stephen Park into the mid-sixteenth century will also be addressed. 
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An important starting point relevant to the issue of the existence of a deer-park is a sixteenth 
century return from an inquisition by the Chancery8 into the inappropriate enclosing of land in 
England. In the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries, the conversion of arable land to pasture 
and the engrossing of farms by voracious landowners resulted in widespread enclosure, the wilful 
destruction of dwellings and depopulation, largely driven by the then economic advantages of sheep 
farming over arable. Cardinal Thomas Wolsey ordered a series of inquisitions, undertaken principally 
in 1517-1518 τ Inquisitions of Depopulation τ to identify the acreages enclosed and converted to 
pasture, houses decayed and parks made. The ΨinclosersΩ at social levels from senior aristocracy to 
the gentry were identified and some of the miscreants brought to the Court of Chancery.9 At this 
time, the Park was part of the holdings of the Duchy of Lancaster. Records from Yorkshire survive, 
and include:10 

Stephen Hammerton knight in the enlargement of his park &c. He enclosed in the 
same park 20 acres11 then plough land and that Stephen Hammerton is tenant in 
respect thereof. 12,13 

What is stated or implied here is that Sir Stephen was a tenant of the Duchy, he ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ΨǇŀǊƪΩ 
(a deer-park?), and he added to it twenty adjacent customary acres of arable, probably open fields, 
and then hedged or fenced the area in his enlarged park and converted it into pasture to keep stock 
(probably cattle and possibly sheep). This action may have resulted in sub-tenants that ploughed the 
former arable being dispossessed, although there is no direct evidence in his case.14 

The history of the Hamerton family will be discussed later, but it is pertinent to at this stage to 
mention their acquisition of lands elsewhere in the medieval period. Upon the marriage of Adam de 
Hamerton to Katherine de Knolle in the fourteenth century, the family acquired Wigglesworth, 
Hellifield and Knowlmere manors. They were subsequently based at Wigglesworth, at or near the 
modern Wigglesworth Hall Farm situated 6.5 km east of Stephen Park. Figure 4 shows the 
geographical relationships of the settlements, including Stephen Park in the modern Gisburn Forest 
estate, Slaidburn, Hammerton and the seats of the Hamerton family in Wigglesworth and Hellifield.   

But where ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŀǊƪΩ ƻŦ {ƛǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴΚ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŀǊƪǎ ƛƴ ²ƛƎƎƭŜǎǿƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
Hellifield. When Adam de Hamerton married Katherine he made Wigglesworth manor the principal 
ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ Ψhad a park ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΩ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ΨǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ is certain, but I 
have never met with the Licentia Imparcandi ώƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇŀǊƪϐΩΦ15,16 

 

 

                                                           
8 In Tudor times under Thomas Wolsey, the Court of Chancery became a mechanism to get redress in civil matters such as 
land tenure. 
9 9ΦCΦ Dŀȅ ŀƴŘ LΦ{Φ [ŜŀŘŀƳΣ ά¢ƘŜ Lƴǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 5ŜǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мрмт ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ƻƳŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ LƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎΩέΦ Transactions of 
the Royal Historical Society, New Series, Vol. 14, 1900, pp. 231-303. 
10 LΦ{Φ [ŜŀŘŀƳΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ Lƴǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ мрмт LƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǾƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 9ŘƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴǎŘƻǿƴŜ a{Φ LΦ мроΦ tŀǊǘ LLΩΦ 
Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, New Series, Vol. VII, 1893, pp. 219-253. 
11 Twenty acres, assuming these are customary acres employing a 7-yard rod, would be 32.4 statutory acres (13.1 ha). 
There are potential problems with this conversion; see wΦ{Φ 5ƛƭƭŜȅΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ǳǎǘƻƳŀǊȅ !ŎǊŜΥ !ƴ LƴŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜ aŜŀǎǳǊŜΩΦ The 
Agricultural History Review, Vol. 13, 1975, pp. 173-176. 
12 Leadam, Inquisition of 1517, 244. 
13 Translation by Chris Spencer. 
14 The inquisition for the West Riding showed that only a very small area of the county was reported as inclosed on the 
returns - 2345 acres. Leadam calculated that ninety-four persons were displaced by enclosure in the Riding and twenty 
ƳŜǎǎǳŀƎŜǎ όŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎύ ΨŘŜŎŀȅŜŘΩΦ {ŜǾŜƴǘȅ-seven per cent of the acres were within 
ΨǇŀǊƪŜǎΩΦ [ŜŀŘŀƳΣ Inquisition of 1517, 219-229. 
15 T.D. Whitaker, The History and Antiquities of the Deanery of Craven (London/Nichols, 1812), pp. 126-130. 
16 Wigglesworth and its park were acquired by Sir Thomas Holcroft and then Sir Richard Shireburne in the sixteenth century 
after the execution of Sir Stephen Hamerton ς discussed below. 
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Figure 1: Stephen Park in the early twentieth century. The people are probably members of the 
Robinson family.17 (Slaidburn Archive). 

 

 

Figure 2: Stephen Park farmhouse today. 

 

                                                           
17 A Stephen Robinson is noted on the 1851 census farming 498 acres (201 ha); his son Francis was the head of the house 
on the 1881, 1891 and 1901 censuses, latterly aged 70. 
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Figure 3: Hammerton Hall, built c. 1600, probably the site of a former hall. 

 

At Hellifield Peel there is no evidence of a pale system that would suggest a medieval origin but 
there was certainly parkland in later centuries; the pre-nineteenth century park was described as 
ΨƳƻŘŜǎǘΩΦ18,19 In his notes in the Inquisition, Leadam writes that ΨHammerton of Hammerton. The 
omission of the name of the place indicates that it is already givenΩ (by the surname of the incloser), 
ƛƳǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƛǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊƪ ŜƴƭŀǊƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ in Hammerton, probably at 
Stephen Park,20,21 a view supported by the author. Surely if the Inquisition was concerned with park 
enlargement at Wigglesworth or Hellifield, these manors would have been identified in the entry?  

The account in the Inquisitions offers no insights into the dating of the original enclosure of the area 
nor the imparkment and naming of the Park. There were a number of earlier Stephens, both in the 
published pedigrees and mentioned in other sources, that could have been the original imparkers by 
assarting. An assart is the clearance of an area within forest, waste or common, principally for 
ploughing and cultivation, but additionally in some areas such as the uplands for the keeping of 
stock (possibly vaccaries22 or indeed making a deer-park).23 Assarting without a licence was an illegal 
act but in practice, landowners such as the Duchy were generally content for this to occur because it 

                                                           
18 D. Berg., Hellifield Peel and Homestead Hellifield. Documentary Research, Field Survey and Archaeological Evaluation 
(Archaeological Services, West Yorkshire Archaeological Service, 2003), sections 4.2-4.3. 
19 tΦ wȅŘŜǊΣ WΦ .ƛǊŎƘΣ ΨIŜƭƭƛŦƛŜƭŘ tŜŜƭ ς A North Yorkshire Tower-IƻǳǎŜΩΣ The Yorkshire Archaeological Journal, vol. 55, 1983, 
p. 73. 
20 Leadam, Inquisition of 1517 Inclosures, 244. 
21 Lƴ мрнн ŀ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ ²ƛƎƎƭŜǎǿƻǊǘƘ ŀǎ Ψ/ƘŜȅŦŜ ƭƻǊŘŜΩ ōǳǘ ŀǘ IŜƭƭƛŦƛŜƭŘ ΨƭƻǊŘŜ /ƭȅŦŦƻǊŘΩ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ 
manor. A Christofer Clarke was a tenant of Stephen Hamerton (R.W. Hoyle, Early Tudor Craven ς Subsidies and 
Assessments 1510-1547 (Yorkshire Archaeological Society Record Series vol. 145, 2000), pp. 5-14). 
22 ! ΨǾŀŎŎŀǊȅΩ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎόǎύΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇƭŀƴŘǎΣ 
particularly in the north-west of England, and provided milk, meat and oxen, thereby producing income for tenants and the 
lords from unproductive land. 
23 Assarts contrast ǿƛǘƘ ΨǿŀǎǘŜΩ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻǊŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǳǘΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƎŀƛƴ. In assarts, the stumps were 
removed to allow ploughing. Assarting and making waste deprived stock and deer of food, a misdemeanour in a 
forest/chase. 
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generated income in fines and rents from economically poor land. They are generally characterised 
in the landscape as a curvilinear boundary of a ditch and bank, originally probably fenced or hedged, 
with the ditch externally to keep deer and free-grazing stock out. 

In 1537 there were thirteen tenanted farms in Hammerton, of which only three were greater than 
fifteen customary acres (24.3 statute acres, 9.8 ha), 80 per cent were pasture and meadow and the 
remainder arable.24 There were also assarted medieval enclosures or encroachments into the 
commonsΩ boundaries. In the Tudor and Stuart periods further enclosure took place, originally 
largely in the environs of the village by infilling the medieval enclosures, but the upland commons 
were more widely enclosed in 1587-1600 and 1621-1630 by coordinated actions of tenants and the 
Duchy.25 Thus in 1517-1518, before the more widespread enclosure of the commons, Sir Stephen 
Hamerton appears to have been expanding and subdividing medieval enclosures, some containing 
ploughed land, that were originally assarts. Stephen Park was only part of the dispersed holdings of 
the unfortunate Sir Stephen, taken by the Crown and subsequently disposed of following his 
attainder26 for his role in the Pilgrimage of Grace uprising. He was examined, tried and executed in 
1537. 

From the place name, it is understandable to assume that Stephen Park was a deer-park, but it is not 
ƛƴ /ŀƴǘƻǊΩǎ ƎŀȊŜǘǘŜŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ŘŜŜǊ-parks, which does note Bashall, Leagram and Radholme, all 
known local deer-parks.27 ¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ΨǇŀǊƪΩ does indeed frequently refer to existing or former deer-
parks, but not exclusively so, particularly in the north. In modern works there appears to be a 
presumption that it was a deer-park, but primary sources to support this designation are not cited. 
Dixon & 5ƛȄƻƴΩǎ Journeys through Brigantia, Vol. 8 states:  

The park was established by Sir Stephen Hammerton, died 1501, who in order to 
build a park enclosed some 20 acres of arable land illegally, and dispossessed the 
inhabitants of the medieval vill28 of Hammerton associated with it.29 

The authors do not explicitly describe it as a deer-park but declareΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ мссн ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƭƻŘƎŜΩΦ Dixon & Dixon have identified ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ {ƛǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ōȅ ΨŘƛŜŘ мрлмΩΤ30 if 
their statement waǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ όŀōƻǾŜύΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ {ƛǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴΣ ŀƭǎƻ {ƛǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ 
(the attainder), who enlarged the park. Lƴ bƻǊǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ ²ŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
Bowland estate undertaken by Lancaster University Archaeology Unit, Stephen Park is explicitly 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨŘŜŜǊ ǇŀǊƪΩΥ 

                                                           
24 J. Porter, Waste Land Reclamation in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries: The Case of South-Eastern Bowland, 
1550-мсолΩΦ Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, Vol. 127, 1977, p. 3. 
25 Porter, Waste Land Reclamation, 5-8. 
26 Ψ¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻǊ ƻǳǘƭŀǿǊȅΣ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƻǊ ŦŜƭƻƴȅΣ ǾƛȊΦ ŦƻǊŦŜƛǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǊŜŀl 
and personal, corruption of blood, so that the condemned could neither inherit nor transmit by descent, and generally, 
ŜȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎΩ όhȄŦƻǊŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΣ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ http://www.oed.com/, accessed 13 
September 2015). 
27 L.M. Cantor, The Medieval Parks of England: A Gazetteer (Dept. of Education, Loughborough University of Technology, 
1983), pp. 91-93. He defines a medieval park as one existing between 1066 and 1485, the date of the accession of Henry 
VII. 
28 ! ΨǾƛƭƭΩ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƘŀƴƎŜŀōƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ΨǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΩ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ōȅ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
the administrative focus. A.J.L. Winchester, Discovering Parish Boundaries (Princes Risborough/Shire, 2000), p. 21. 
29 J. Dixon, P. Dixon, Journeys Through Brigantia: Vol. 8, Circular Walks in the Forest of Bowland. (Barnoldswick/Aussteiger 
Publications, 1992), p. 121. 
30 The concern about the pulling down of houses and conversion of pasture to arable had its beginnings immediately after 
the Black Death, and in 1490 an Act was used to curtail such actions but it was largely ineffective. Wolsey addressed the 
issue on his rise to power and a further Act in 1515 was enacted, although it omitted parks and marshes. This latter Act led 
ǘƻ ²ƻƭǎŜȅΩǎ ƛƴǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴs in 1517-18. It is conceivable that the Sir Stephen mentioned in the returns was the Stephen who 
died in 1500 (not 1501) as the original incloser, but it is more likely that the return is the attainder Sir Stephen, his 
grandson. Gay & Leadam, Domesday of Inclosures, 231-234. 
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A fourteenth century deer park established by Stephen de Hammerton. By 1850 (OS 
lst edt 6 inch to I mile) there was little to indicate the former existence of the park, 
other than place-names. By then, Stephen Park was, as now, a farm.31 

No evidence is presented to support the designation as a deer-park or the dating (does this date 
ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Adam de Hamerton and Katherine maŘŜ ŀ ΨǇŀǊƪΩ ŀǘ 
Wigglesworth in the fourteenth century?32). An architectural survey of the farmhouse and buildings, 
undertaken in 1999 by the same unit33 (now Oxford Archaeology North), simply cites Dixon & Dixon 
and states that the house was built on the site of a hunting lodge. This is also repeated in another 
OA North report34 and a local historical journal35 but no primary evidence is cited. The current 
Lancashire County Council Historic Environment Record for Stephen Park directly cites and 
reproduces the text of the 1997 survey.36  

Plainly, primary evidence is required to clarify the principal function of the park; was it a deer-park, a 
park for raising cattle or horses, or an arable enclosure (although in practice it could have had more 
than one function)? Clarification of its status as a historical, possibly medieval deer-park would be 
beneficial to the designation of [ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ, provide the Forestry Commission with a 
more informed understanding of the historical significance of the extant pre-1948 boundaries within 
the forest, and the promotion and preservation of the area as a historical site, whether deer-park or 
a very early farming settlement. 

Aims and objectives 

The aims of the study are to determine firstly, if Stephen Park was a deer-park, authorised or 
unauthorised, and secondly, the role of the Hamerton family in the enclosure and exploitation of the 
area, whether as a deer imparkment, arable or stock pasture improvements. 

The study objectives are: 

I. The identification and review of original manuscripts and printed primary sources such as 
Chancery rolls, that could state or indicate that deer were imparked at Stephen Park and its 
environs, the dates of the imparkment, and the identity of the Ψ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩΦ  

II. Using the published pedigrees of the Hamerton family as a basis, identify grants, land 
improvements and other economic and social activities of the various members of the 
Hamerton family, their rise and demise. 

III. Undertake an exploratory survey of the boundaries of the Park settlement, in particular the 
ditch and bank design (differentiated from modern forestry inclosure boundaries), to 
provide insights into stock or deer movements, exclusion and enclosure. Specifically, the 
survey should identify if the encompassing historical boundaries show the characteristics of 
park deer enclosure, or wild deer exclusion. 

The study considers the period from the twelfth to the sixteenth centuries, terminating just after the 
execution of Sir Stephen Hamerton in 1537 for treason, and the dispersal of his lands by the Crown. 

 

                                                           
31 bƻǊǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ ²ŀǘŜǊΩǎ CƻǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ .ƻǿƭŀƴŘ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΣ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊΥ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ǳǊǾŜȅ wŜǇƻǊǘ. Lancaster University 
Archaeological Unit, March 1997, p. 151. 
32 Whitaker, History of Craven, 126-130. 
33 Stephen Park Slaidburn Lancashire: Archaeological Building Survey, January 2000, Lancaster University Archaeology Unit 
Report No. 1999-00/(040)/AUA 8944, p. 16. Available at Lancashire Archives DDX 1915/73/1. 
34 Hodder Service Reservoir and Access Works, Slaidburn, Lancashire, October 2008, Oxford Archaeology North Report No. 
2008-09/757 for United Utilities, p. 8. 
35 bƻǘŜǎ ōȅ 5ƛŀƴŀ YŀƴŜǇǎ ƛƴ !Φ wŜŀŘΣ ΨIn praise of The Folly: Past, present and futureΩΦ North Craven Heritage Trust Journal, 
2001, pp. 8-11. 
36 Lancashire County Council Historic Environment Record PRN13332 ς MLA13329. 
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Figure 4: Map of Stephen Park within the Gisburn Forest estate and former Hamerton family residences 
to the east. Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right (2016). 

  



14 

Background 

This section provides background information for the documentary research and the field survey, 
namely: (i) the purpose and topographical characteristics of medieval deer-parks, and their 
identification in the modern landscape, (ii) the pre- and post-forestry and reservoir Ordnance Survey 
(OS) mapping of the Stephen Park area (iii) the earliest dates of the place names in the Park area and 
their derivation. The study of place names (toponomy) and the historical development of place 
name words (etymology) provide insights into: the activities that may have been undertaken at a 
place; local topography; ownership and tenure of land if derived from personal names; and the 
minimum age of its use. ¢ƘŜ ŜǘȅƳƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǇŀǊƪΩ ƛǎ discussed in some detail to understand 
whether the use of the place name was always associated with deer imparkment. 

Deer-parks 

The Forest of Bowland (historically Bolland) was created by William II and granted to Roger de 
Poitou in 1092, the first Lord of Bowland. It remained a private chase until the late fourteenth 
century when it came into royal ownership through the Duchy of Lancaster, but in 1661 it was 
granted to George Monck as Duke of Albemarle.37 Thus at different periods in its history it was a 
royal forest or a chase. Many forests, including Bowland, had royal or private deer-parks within or 
close to the forest bounds. 

The purpose, organisation, social role and historical development of medieval and early post-
medieval deer-parks have been the focus of scholarly studies over the last three decades, latterly 
exemplified by the works of Fletcher,38 Liddiard,39 and Mileson.40 Deer-parks imbued status, and 
provided a demarcated, private area for hunting or the farming of venison. They conserved wood-
pasture and offered economic benefits to defray park costs by coppicing, stock pasture and the 
plough. They were areas of private, protected wood-pasture and open grazing enclosed by a high 
fence of timber, stone or hedge, and associated ground-works such as a ditch and bank, collectively 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǇŀƭŜΩ (Figure 5). In general form, a wooden pale fence comprised an embankment upon 
which a fence was constructed from oak posts, cleft (riven) oak pales, rails (horizontal braces) and 
shores (angled support struts). Some fences may have been constructed from sawn close boarding, 
stone, live or dead hedges.41 There would not normally be a ditch on the external side but the 
ΨfreeboardΩ όŀ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƳŜǘŜǊΣ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ the park) provided access to 
the fence and the return, using salters (deer-leaps) associated with the fence, of the hefted 
escapees. The freeboard width was nominally the leap of a deer in one bound,42 about one perch (7 
or 8 yards).43 

Ditches and banks were common but not universal in the boundaries of parks; individual parks may 
have had sections devoid of such ground-works where the local topography facilitated retaining the 
deer with a fence alone. 

 

                                                           
37 C.J. Spencer, S.W. Jolly, ΨBowland: The Rise and Decline, Abandonment and Revival of a Medieval LordshipΩΣ The 
Escutcheon, vol. 15, 2010, pp. 3-5. 
38 J. Fletcher, Gardens of Earthly Delight: the History of Deer Parks (Oxford/Oxbow, 2011). 
39 R. Liddiard, The Medieval Park: New Perspectives (Macclesfield/Windgather, 2007). 
40 S.A. Mileson, Parks in Medieval England (Oxford University Press, 2014). 
41 JΦ [ŀƴƎǘƻƴΣ ΨCƻǊŜǎǘ ŦŜƴŎŜǎΥ Enclosures in a Pre-enclosure LŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΩΣ Landscape History, vol. 35, 2014, p. 16. 
42 J.E. Harting, Recreations of a Naturalist (London/Fisher Unwin, 1906), pp. 71-72. 
43 J. Wright, The English Dialect Dictionary, Vol. 2 (Frowde/Oxford, 1900), p. 49. 
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Figure 5: Eroded ditch and bank of a pale system in Leagram park, near Chipping. The park is on the 
left, the forest to the right. This section was probably constructed in the 1420s when the park was 
enlarged. The ditch was originally 8 ft. wide and 4 ft. deep. Inset courtesy of English Heritage, based on 
a survey by AONB volunteers. 

 

Parks enabled the monarch, nobility, bishops and the upper echelons of the gentry to succour, 
cherish and hunt deer for provision of the elite meat. In the medieval period, a royal licence was 
required to make a park, although in practice, not all deer-parks were licenced.44 Deer-parks were 
prestigious and coveted areas subject to control by the Crown, particularly private parks within or 
close to royal forests. Forests were large unenclosed areas of woodland, pasture, arable and 
common land subject to a set of laws τ Forest Laws τ enforced by Crown officials and courts. They 
provided the monarch and lords with a hunting area, particularly of deer (not all forests were owned 
by the Crown; some were privately owned45). Forest Law was used to protect the venison and the 
vert (the browse of the deer) from unauthorised interference. Chases were largely privately owned 
hunting areas granted by the monarch to the aristocracy and upper echelons of the church, not 
subject to the full rigours of Forest Law, but still having provision to protect the deer and the hunting 
of other animals such as foxes and rabbits, ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǿŀǊǊŜƴΩ. The Crown could also own chases, 
if they were repossessed from errant nobility and ecclesiastical former owners. 

Parks were generally loss-making activities, but their importance and longevity cannot be judged 
simply in economic terms, but also as a profound social statement in the landscape of privacy, 
exclusion, privilege and wealth that was projected to the monarch, peers and aspiring gentry. For 
the communities of toiling common people outside the pale, parks restricted the development of 
settlements and agricultural expansion. They declared a visually imposing forbidden area of ample 
woodland that, set aside for deer and other animals such as rabbits, contributed nothing to the daily 
requirements for timber and underwood and the provision of food, by plough, pasture, rough 

                                                           
44 Mileson, Medieval Parks, 139. 
45 J. Langton, ΨRoyal and non-royal forests ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƭŜǎΩΣ Historical Research, vol. 88, 2015, pp. 381-
401. 
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hunting and trapping. Wood was in high demand outside the park.46,47 The deer species enclosed in 
parks were principally fallow and red deer.48 Roe are unsuited to enclosure because they are 
territorial and do not associate well with the other species, consequently, they were rarely imparked 
and would only flourish if the park was very large and had diverse flora.49 Roe were classified as 
beasts of the warren (i.e. pests) in the reign of Edward III because they chased away other deer.50 

Deer imparkment grew from the twelfth to the fourteenth centuries and reached its zenith around 
1300 when there were c.3,200 parks in England, occupying up to 2% of the land area of the 
country,51 and containing about one quarter of its woodland.52 This plethora of medieval parks have 
effectively disappeared by their conversion into farmland, largely for economic reasons. It is possible 
to identify many of these former deer-parks in the modern landscape, and historical documentary 
records provide evidence of their existence, authorisation and management. Topographical and 
documentary indications of deer imparkment include: curvilinear boundaries, place-names, veteran 
trees formerly cut browse for deer, licences for imparkment, pleadings to the Crown for breaking 
parks and theft of deer, grants of live deer or venison etc. These characteristics will be revisited and 
expanded below in the sections on the documentary research and surveying. 

Maps 

Large scale maps of the locale of the Park on the 6-inches to 1-mile 1847 OS first-edition survey, and 
post-forestry and reservoir on the modern 1:25,000 OS, are compared in Figure 6. The impacts of the 
reservoir and forestry plantations are plainly evident, and some of the local farms were depopulated 
and destroyed during the construction of the reservoir. It is notable however that some of the 
boundaries on the 1847 map are still marked on the modern map, but whether they still exist on the 
ground, particularly in the plantations, was one of the purposes of the survey.  

Place names and their origin 
Stephen Park 

Ψ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩ ƛǎ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƴŀƳŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ name; the Hamertons had recurring 
names of Stephen, Richard and John. In a survey of first names from 1377-1381 poll tax data for ten 
ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΣ Ψ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩ ǿŀǎ an unpopular name with a frequency of 0.3% in east Yorkshire in 1379. It 
rose in popularity in the late sixteenth century.53 Lǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊƪ 
name was associated with the local Hamerton family.  It is important to clarify the meaning and 
origin of the place-ƴŀƳŜ ΨǇŀǊƪΩ to assist in understanding the relationship between its use, the 
principal function of the enclosures, and the nature of the boundary fences around the site and 
within. 

 

 

 

                                                           
46 R. Liddiard, Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ wƛŘƛƴƎΣ bƻǊŦƻƭƪΥ ŀ ά[ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƻŦ [ƻǊŘǎƘƛǇέΚΩ ƛƴ /Φ IŀǊǇŜǊ-Bill (ed.), Anglo-Norman Studies XXII, 

Proceedings of the Battle Conference 1999, (Woodbridge/Boydell Press, 2000), pp. 169-183. 
47 Mileson, Medieval Parks, 178-180. 
48 It is not possible to generalise on the balance of red and fallow deer held in parks over the centuries; in a survey of 395 

deer-parks and paddocks undertaken in 1892, five contained solely red deer, 83 had mixed herds, and the remainder were 
fallow. [G.K. Whitehead, Deer and their Management in the Deer Parks of Great Britain and Ireland (London/Country Life, 
1950), pp. 30-31].  
49 Whitehead, Deer Management, 172. 
50 A.L. Poole, From Domesday Book to Magna Carta, 1087-1216 (Oxford University Press, 1998), p. 31. 
51 O. Rackham, The History of the Countryside (London/Phoenix, 1997) p. 123. An average park area of 200 acres and the 

estimate is for any particular time. 
52 O. Rackham, Trees and Woodland in the British Landscape (London/Phoenix Giant, 1996), pp. 152-153. 
53 G. Redmonds, Christian Names in Local and Family History (Canada/Dundurn, 2006), pp. 29-31. 
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Figure 6: A comparison of the Stephen Park area in the 1840s and today. Upper: the first edition OS 6-
inches to 1-mile, surveyed 1847, published 1850. Lower: modern 1:25,000 OS. Contains OS data © 
Crown copyright and database right (2016). 

 

It is useful at this stage to clarify the etymology of the word. It must not be assumed that the place 
ƴŀƳŜ ΨǇŀǊƪΩ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŀ ŘŜŜǊ-park or deer paddock. The etymology of the word is complex; in 
one derivation it is from Anglo-Norman/Old French parc, in a legal sense τ an enclosed area held by 
royal grant and reserved for the keeping and hunting of deer and other game. In a later historical 
use: 
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Any large enclosed piece of ground, usually comprising woodland and pasture, 
attached to or surrounding a manor, castle, country house, etc., and used for 
recreation, and often for keeping deer, cattle, or sheep.54  

It may also be derived from Old English (OE) pearroc, a small field or paddock frequently close to a 
farmhouse, historically ΨǇŀǊǊƻŎƪΩ ƻǊ ƛƴ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǳǎŜΣ ΨǇŀŘŘƻŎƪΩΦ55 In Yorkshire this latter definition was 
used from the twelfth century and applied to assarts and small enclosures.56 Lƴ /ǳƳōǊƛŀ ŀ ΨǇŀǊƪΩ ƛǎ 
associated with enclosed woodland, not necessarily containing farmed deer57 and in Scotland it can 
refer to fenced pasture for livestock,58 an illustrative example of which can be found closer to home 
on Orrell Moss at Hoddlesden near Darwen. Shown on the 1844-1847 OS 6-inches to 1-mile map is a 
ΨtŀǊƪΩΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ to retain cattle (certainly not deer), in the middle of a very desolate and boggy 
moor (Figure 7).59 

 

  

Figure 7: A stone ǿŀƭƭ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ΨtŀǊƪΩ ƻƴ hǊǊŜƭƭ aƻǎǎΣ IƻŘŘƭŜǎŘŜƴΣ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǘǘƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀǇ ƛǎ 
the first edition OS 6-inches to 1-mile, surveyed 1844-1847. The enclosure was made before 1786.  

 

There was a Tudor (possibly earlier) deer-park at Bashall Eaves (discussed below). The Bashall 1849 
tithe map60 ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ΨǇŀǊƪΩ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƻŘ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƴŜŀǊ aƛŎƪƭŜƘǳǊǎǘ ŦŀǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ were 
probably associated with the deer-park south of the farm, but there were also two small fields 
elsewhere in the parish marked on tƘŜ ǘƛǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ŀǎ ΨǇŀǊƪΩ, not associated with deer enclosure. Small 
ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǇŀǊǊƻŎƪǎΩ ƻƴ ƳŀǇǎ and indeed there is a very small parrock 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎ .ƻǘǘƻƳΩǎ .ŜŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǊƪ ²ƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ tŀǊƪ ŀǊŜŀ, shown on the 1838 Upper Easington 

                                                           
54 OED Online. June 2015. Oxford University Press. http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/137946?rskey=UgZKgU&result=1 
(accessed July 21, 2015). 
55 J. Field, A History of English Field Names (Oxford/Routledge, 1993), pp. 25-28. 
56 {Φ aƻƻǊƘƻǳǎŜΣ ΨThe Medieval Parks of Yorkshire: Function, Contents and ChronologyΩ in R. Liddiard (ed.), The Medieval 
Park: New Perspectives (Macclesfield/Windgather, 2007), pp.101-2. 
57 !ΦWΦ[Φ ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΣ Ψ.ŀǊƻƴƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ aŀƴƻǊƛŀƭ tŀǊƪǎ ƛƴ aŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ /ǳƳōǊƛŀΩ ƛƴ wΦ [ƛŘŘƛŀǊŘΣ The Medieval Park: New Perspectives 
(Macclesfield/Windgather, 2007), p. 166. 
58 Fletcher, Gardens of Delight, 587. 
59 ¢ƘŜ ΨtŀǊƪΩ ƛǎ ŀǘ {5толлнлсуΦ !ƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ determined that notwithstanding that the wall had 
likely sunk in the miry ground, it was certainly not of sufficient height to retain deer. There was no bank and ditch system. 
It is not a landscape to host park deer and probably not even roe. At a southern opening is a now fallen stoop post with a 
stang (fence post) hole near the top of the upright, at a height sufficient to retain cattle. The enclosure has a circumference 
of 308 m and area 0.61 ha. Remarkably, given its size and location in the large moor, this enclosure appears to be marked 
ƻƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ¸ŀǘŜǎΩ L-inch to I-mile map of Lancashire published in 1786, the first large-scale map of Lancashire. 
60 Lancashire Archives PR 3031/4/5. 
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tithe map.61 In 1312, Drax Priory and Rievaux Abbey agreed on the ownership of tithes in Bingley 
township including ǳƴŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ΨhȄ-ǇŀǊƪΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ IŀǊŘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ Ψ/ŀƭǾŜ-
ǇŀǊƪΩ ƛƴ CŀǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨǇŀǊƪǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ enclosures.62 

Lƴ {ƘƛǊƭŜȅΩǎ муст ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ооп ŘŜŜǊ-parks63 ŀƴŘ ²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊΩǎ муфн ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ оус ŘŜŜǊ-parks and 
paddocks of England then extant64 (a large number of which were common to both surveys), the 
deer-park names were either topographical, settlement or country seat/family names. Although it is 
not possible to be certain without undertaking a lengthy systematic analysis, in these surveys no 
deer-park place name employed a personal first name (such as Stephen).  

It is concluded that the place name ΨǇŀǊƪΩ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ŘŜŜǊ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
not be used as definitive evidence of a former deer-park. 

Stephen Park place-name variants 

{ƳƛǘƘΩǎ The Place-Names of the West Riding of Yorkshire gives four historical variants of the place-
name.65 The earliest use found by Smith was 1538: 

1. Stevynparke, 1538, aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ мнсс-1636. aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ are accounts sent to the 
Crown from managers of estates acquired upon the death of a lord without male heir, or 
attainted. They are available in the National Archives (TNA).66  

2. Stephan parke, 1548, Testamenta Eboracensia, Wills Registered at York,67 specifically the will of 
Thomas Heber of West Marton in Craven (proved 3 Oct 1548): ΨI give to my said son Roger 
Heiber all suche my landes in Bollande as I latelie purchased of Rauf Grenacre, gentleman, 

comenlie called Stephan parkeΩ (above).68 
3. Stephen Parke, 1611, Yorkshire Feet of Fines 1486-162569 (legal procedures undertaken in the 

conveyancing of land). Lƴ ǾƻƭΦ [LLLΥ ΨIŜƴǊȅ .ǊƛƎƎŜΣ quer [querent - purchaser]: Thos. Heyber and 
Mary his wife, def. [deforciant - vendor] Messuage and lands in Stephen Parke, Easington and 
.ƻƭƭŀƴŘΦ ²ŀǊǊŀƴǘȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘŜƛǊǎ ƻŦ wŜƎƛƴŀƭŘ IŜȅōŜǊ ŘŜŎŘΩΦ70 

4. Stevenparke, 1642, Indexes and collections of wills from the York Registry.71 ΨStevenparkeΩ is 
recorded in three volumes, for exampleΥ ΨWŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊΣ WƻƘƴΣ {ǘŜǾŜƴǇŀǊƪŜ ƛƴ .ƻƭƭŀƴŘΣ WǳƴŜ 
нпΣ мспнΩΦ72 

From the Manor of Slaidburn Court Rolls is an entry dated 9 Oct 1533, providing an earlier date than 
SmithΩǎ: 

                                                           
61 Tithe Map of the Township of Easington in the West Riding of the County of York. Dated 1844. Fylde Water Board copy 
held in Slaidburn Archive. According to TNA, map is  IR 30/43/137 and apportionment IR 29/43/137. 
62 J.H. Turner, Ancient Bingley: Or Bingley its History and Scenery (Bingley/Harrison, 1897), p. 118. 
63 E.P. Shirley, Some Account of English Deer Parks (London/John Murray, 1867). 
64 J. Whitaker, A Descriptive List of the Deer-Parks and Paddocks of England (London/Ballantyne & Hanson, 1892). 
65 Smith, Place-Names of the West Riding, 203. 
66 wŜŎŜƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ .ŀƛƭƛŦŦǎΩ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǘǘŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ {ƛǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ IŀƳƳŜǊǘƻƴΥ 9 омрκппфκмΣ 9 омрκолпκмΣ 9 омрκнусκнΣ 9 
315/288/3; Possessions of the late Stephen Hammerton, knight, attainted for high treason: SC6/HENVIII/4357. 
SC6/HENVIII/4365, SC6/HENVIII/4358. Some of these are discussed below. 
67 Testamenta Eboracensia, Publications of the Surtees Society, vols. 4, 30, 45, 53, 79, 106. 
68 Testamenta Eboracensia. A Selection of Wills from the Registry at York, Vol. VI. Publications of the Surtees Society, Col. 
CVI, 1902, pp. 268-270. 
69 Feet of Fines for the county of York, Yorkshire Archaeological Society, vols. 2, 5, 7, 8, 53, 58. 
70 W. Brigg, ed. Yorkshire Fines for the Stuart Period, Vol. I 1603-1614, Yorkshire Archaeological Society (YAS), Record series 
Vol. LIII for the year 1914, p. 150. 
71 Index of Wills in the York Registry 1389-1652 (YAS 4, 6, 11, 14, 19, 22, 24, 26, 28), Catalogue of the Yorkshire Wills at 
Somerset House, 1649-60 (YAS 1); Abstracts of Wills at Somerset House (YAS 9). 
72 Wills in the York Registry from 1636 to 1652, Record Series IV (Yorkshire Archaeological and Topographical Association, 
1888), p. 181. 
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The jurors aforesaid say that Richard amerced 20d. Haymerton, Roger amerced 4d. Stowtt, 
George amerced 4d. Parker of Stevenparke, Thomas amerced 4d. Marton and William amerced 

4d. Baley withdrew from the LƻǊŘ YƛƴƎΩǎ Ƴƛƭƭ ƻŦ {ŎƭŀƛŘōǳǊƴŜΦ73 

This use is earlier than the execution of Sir Stephen and indicates arable farming in the Park. In 1547, 
Ralph Greenacres of Sawley granted Stephyn Parke in the tenure of the relict of George Parker to 
Thomas Heber.74 Greenacres had purchased the Park from the Crown following the forfeiture of Sir 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎΦ 

Stephen Moor 

The earliest historical names of Stephen Moor cited by Smith are Stephen-more and Stiphen More in 
1594; other variants are Stiven more (1613), Steene more (1617), and Steenmoor.75 The elements are 
the personal name and OE morΣ ΨōƻƎΩ. Christopher {ŀȄǘƻƴΩǎ мрфм ƳŀǇ ƻŦ {ƭŀƛŘōǳǊƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴǎ76 marks 
ΨtŀǊǘŜ ƻŦ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴ aŜŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ 9ŎŎƭƻǎƛƴƎŜ [enclosing] Called StevŜƴ ƳƻǊŜΩ77 and indeed the 
allotment of the moor to the various owners of settled land, including those of Stephen Park and 
Hamerton, was dated 15 May 1591 (the apportionment is reproduced in Appendix 3).78 Beforehand, 
Stephen Moor was the common for the Hammerton Mere area. 

Hesbert Hall 

Hesbert Hall area has been named Esebrictehe, Esebrictehahe, Esbrichahe, Esebricteshaga 
historically ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ Ψ9ǎōǊƛƘǘΩǎ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜΩΣ ǘƘŜ ΨIŀƭƭΩ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊƻƴǳƴŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨƘŀǿΩΣ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
haga, a hedge, enclosure or park.79 The historical extent of the Hesbert area is unclear but could 
have included what later became Stephen Park only 1.5 km south-west of Hesbert Hall farm 
(although the Park was in a different township and parish to Hesbert, even though they were close 
geographically). 

Hindley Head 

Hindley Head is dated by Smith as ΨHindelayheadΩ in 1672, meaning ΨƘƛƴŘǎΩ ŎƭŜŀǊƛƴƎΩΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
presence of deer, though not necessarily in a deer-park.80 

Hammerton 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ΨƘŀƳƳŜǊΩ ŘŜǊƛǾŜs from either Old Norse (ON) hamarr or OE hamor, a place where 
hammers were made or used (i.e. a smithy), a plant name (hammer-sedge), or a hammer-shaped 
rock, crag, rock-face.81,82 Topographically the latter is relevant as the Hall is on a bluff above the 
Hodder. The last element is from OE tun, being an enclosure, farmstead, village or estate. 

                                                           
73 Pers. comm. Chris Spencer from the Manor of Slaidburn Court Rolls. According to Spencer, the Stout family were at 
Brigg/Bridge House during the 1500s to 1600s, Richard Hamerton was probably at Hammerton Hall and George Parker and 
then his widow farmed at Stephen Park from the 1530s onwards. 
74 Calendar of Patent Rolls, Edward VI, Vol. I, 1547-1548, 11 November 1547, p. 52. 
75 Smith, Place-Names of the West Riding, 203. 
76 National Archives MR 1/778. 
77 .ŀǊŜƭȅ ƭŜƎƛōƭŜΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ΨmereΩ ƻǊ ΨƳƛǊŜΩΦ 
78 DDKW Box 1 Bundle A (bundle of deeds for Black House farm in the King-Wilkinson deeds) at the Lancashire Archives, 
courtesy Chris Spencer. 
79 Smith, Place-Names of the West Riding, 168. 
80 Smith, Place-Names of the West Riding, 169. 
81 V. Watts, J. Insley, M. Gelling, The Cambridge Dictionary of English Place-Names: Based on the Collections of the English 
Place-Name Society (Cambridge University Press, 2004), p. 274. 
82 P. Hanks, F. Hodges, A Dictionary of Surnames (Oxford University Press, 1988). 
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Historical information on Hammerton (historically Hamerton83) will emerge below when the family is 
discussed, but a few comments are provided by way of introduction. Hammerton, along with 
Easington, was in the liberty84 of Bowland and from c.1399 in the holdings of the Duchy of 
Lancaster.85 There were also Hamerton lands at Green Hammerton and Kirk Hammerton in lower 
Nidderdale, North Yorkshire, and there is also a Hamerton in Cambridgeshire (historically in 
Huntingdonshire). 

Hammerton was mentioned as Hamereton in the 1086 Domesday survey as a vill within the principal 
manor (caput) of Grindleton: 

In Grindleton [Gretlintone] Earl Tosti had 4 carucates86 of land taxable. West 
Bradford [Bradeforde], 2c.; Waddington [Widitun ], 2c.; Bashall [Baschelf], 4 c.; 
Mitton [Mitune], 4 c.; Hamerton [Hamereton], 2 c.; Slaidburn [Slateborne], 4 c,; 
Battersby [Badresbi], 2 c.; Newton [Neutone], 4 c.; Boward, later Barge Ford near 
Newton [Bogeuurde] 87, 2 c.; Easington [Esintune], 3 c.; Radholme [Radun], 2 c.; 
(probably) Lees [Sotleie], 3 c. These lands appertain to Grindleton.88 

In the thirteenth century, Slaidburn became the principal manor and this was held by an overlord 
and formed a liberty that included Newton, West Bradford and Grindleton.89 Nine other manors 
including Hammerton were granted to lesser lords subservient to the superior lord at Slaidburn; 
these lands could be tenanted. CǊƻƳ YƛǊƪōȅΩǎ LƴǉǳŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ YƴƛƎƘǘǎΩ CŜŜǎ,90 (a Royal Commission 
survey undertaken in 1284-1285 by John de Kirkby, lately Lord Treasurer, by to determine the 
military service and subsidies available to the king from each manor or estate), Slaitburn91 and 
Esyngton92 were assessed, along with Amerton et Riston ς Hamerton and Rushton (the latter being 
the area around the Grange, now under the reservoir).  

Slaitburn. In this same township are 3 carucates of land which are held of the King 'in 
capite'93 and nothing is made/done for services, about which mention was made in 
the aforesaid inquisitions. 

Esyngton. In this same township is 1 carucate of land which Adam de Wannervill 
holds of the Earl of Lincoln and the same Earl [holds] from the King, and [there is] 
nothing [paid] in rent. 

Amerton and Riston. In these same townships is 1 carucate of land which 
Ralph/Richard de Amerton holds of the aforesaid Earl, and the Earl from the King, 
and [there is] nothing [paid] in rent.94 

                                                           
83 The two spellings of the place name, Hamerton and Hammerton, and the family Hamerton (occasionally also 
Hammerton) vary historically. The modern place name is Hammerton and this is used in this document, unless the quoted 
source used Hamerton, the usual form in early manuscripts.  
84 A liberty was a collection of manors in which the rights of the monarch to receive certain incomes were revoked.  
85 Pers. comm., Chris Spencer. 
86 Ψ! ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ land, varying with the nature of the soil, etc., being as much as could be tilled with one plough (with its 
team of 8 oxen) in a year; a plough-ƭŀƴŘΩ όh95ύΦ 
87 Spencer & Jolly, Bowland: Rise and Decline, 3.  
88 M.L. Faull, M. Stinson, Domesday Book; Yorkshire (Part Two), (London/Phillimore, 1986), pp. 332 a, b. 
89 Spencer & Jolly, Bowland: Rise and Decline, 3-5.  
90 YƴƛƎƘǘǎΩ CŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ able to support a knight. R.H. Skaife, The Survey of the County of York Taken by John 
ŘŜ YƛǊƪōȅ /ƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ YƛǊƪōȅΩǎ LƴǉǳŜǎǘΦ !ƭǎƻ Lƴǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ YƴƛƎƘǘǎΩ CŜŜǎ.  Publications of the Surtees Society, Vol. XLIX. 
(Durham/Andrews, 1867). 
91 Skaife, KirkbyΩǎ LƴǉǳŜǎǘ, 15. 
92 Skaife, YƛǊƪōȅΩǎ LƴǉǳŜǎǘ, 16. 
93 Held directly from the king, a tenant-in-chief. 
94 Skaife, YƛǊƪōȅΩǎ LƴǉǳŜǎǘ, 15-17. 
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Hammerton was listed with many other Bowland lands in the Inquisition Post Mortem95 (IPM) of the 
first Duke of Lancaster in мосмΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ Ψ{ƭŀȅƪōǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ the farm96 of the 
office of the serjeant there and of a fulling-Ƴƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊƳƛƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΩΤ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛǎ ΨwƻǳŘƻƴ 
ώwŀŘƘƻƭƳŜϐ ŀ ǇŀǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŜǊΩΣ ōǳǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ tŀǊƪ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘΦ97 Hammerton was classed as a 
Deserted Medieval Village by Beresford,98,99 the last taxation record being the 1379 poll tax (Subsidy 
Rolls) when 18 people were named, the most heavily taxed being ΨwƛŎŀǊŘǳǎ ŘŜ IŀƳŜǊǘƻn, 
ffrankeleyn100 ϧ ǳȄƻǊΩ at twelve pence, the remaining residents being four pence (the standard rate 
for married men).101 Hammerton was amongst the estates (including Easington and Stephen Moor in 
the parish of Slaidburn) purchased by the Governors of Chetham Hospital in 1661 under the will of 
Humphrey Chetham (1580-1653), whose income was used to fund the Library.102 The estate was sold 
in 1946-1947 for £8,500.103 

Hammerton was under the ambit of the Master Foresters of Bolland even though not technically 
within the bounds known from fifteenth century and later surveys: Slaidburn, Hammerton, Newton 
and the Champion, and adjacent Stephen Moor, and other places such as Grindleton, and Easington 
up to Bowland Knotts. Hammerton, Easington and other townships in the purlieu104 of the forest 
were, in the late sixteenth century, subject to woodmote courts105 at Whitewell.106 

Hammerton Mere (Figure 8) extended from the Hodder area east to the modern Bolton-by-Bowland 
civil parish boundary around Brock Thorn (as evident on the first-edition 6-inches to 1-mile). OE 
mere is a pool, pond or lake and in Anglo-Saxon use could refer to anything from a duck-pond to 
large lake. Topographically, the Hammerton Mere area does not reflect this derivation and it is more 
likely that the OE gemære meaning ŀ ΨōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅΩ is more appropriate (the two derivations are 
difficult to differentiate in place-name studies),107 extending as the Mere does to the parish 
boundary at Hesbert Hall Syke near Brock Thorn. In the context of Yorkshire, it may also refer to an 
administrative unit of a parish τ a ΨquarterΩ.108 Thus it refers not just to a boundary line, but to an 
area surrounded by a boundary such as the township;109 this use is probably unique to the West 
Riding.110 Hammerton Mere is therefore probably a quarter sub-division of Easington township. In a 

                                                           
95 Examinations undertaken upon the death of an individual who held land directly from the king, to determine the heir 
and his/her age, the extent and value of the lands, and specifically the monies due to the king. 
96 ! ΨŦŀǊƳΩ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƛȄŜŘ ȅŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǳƳ ƛƴ ǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ǘŀȄŜǎΦ 
97 Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem and Other Analogous Documents, Vol. XI, Edward III (London/HMSO, 1935), p. 99. 
98 .ŜǊŜǎŦƻǊŘΩǎ [ƻǎǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ IǳƭƭΣ 
https://www.dmv.hull.ac.uk/dmvDetail.cfm?dbkey=5148&search=hammerton (accessed 23 May 2015). 
99 M. Beresford, J. G. Hurst, Deserted Medieval Villages: Studies (London, Lutterworth, 1971), p. 211. 
100 ΨffrankeleynΩ ƛǎ ŀ franklin ς ŀ ŦǊŜŜƘƻƭŘŜǊΤ Ψϧ ǳȄƻǊΩ ƛǎ ΨŀƴŘ ǿƛŦŜΩΦ 
101Genuki, Yorkshire, Subsidy Rolls.  http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/YKS/Misc/SubsidyRolls/WRY/Slaidburn.html 
 (accessed 23 May 2015). 
102 E. Baines, History of the County Palatine and Duchy of Lancaster, Vol. 2 (London/Fisher, 1836), p. 228 
103 The Hamerton Deeds and Papers, E.2.9 (catalogue only), c. 1530-1694, /ƘŜǘƘŀƳΩǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ. Available from  
http://www.chethams.org.uk/chethams_library_hamerton_estates.pdf (accessed 6 April 2016). 
104 Purlieu is disafforested land, which may still be subject to some aspects of the controls of the forest policed by Master 
Foresters. 
105 Woodmote courts concerned themselves with abuses of Forest Law, such as damage to the vert and timber. 
106 R.C. Shaw, The Royal Forest of Lancaster (Guardian/Preston, 1956), pp. 212-4. 
107 M. Gelling, Place-names in the Landscape (London/Dent, 1984), pp. 26-7. 
108 A.J.L. Winchester, Discovering Parish Boundaries (Princes Risborough/Shire, 2000), p. 21.  
109 M.L. Faull and S.A. Moorhouse (eds), West Yorkshire: An Archaeological Survey to 1500, Vol 2:  The Administrative and 
Tenurial Framework (Wakefield/ West Yorkshire Metropolitan County Council, 1981), p. 266. 
110 .Φ WŜǇǎƻƴΣ Ψ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ tƭŀŎŜ-Name Elements RelŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΩΣ ¦ƴǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜǎƛǎΣ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
Literature, Lund University, 2011, pp. 45-9. 
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similar local use, in the 1551 Yorkshire Feet of Fines is: Ψмп ƳŜǎǎǳŀƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ wƛǎǘƻƴ aŜŜǊŜ ƛƴ 
.ƻƭƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ /ǊŀǾŜƴΩΣ111 probably Rushton Mere (now largely beneath Stocks reservoir). 

 

 

Figure 8: Hammerton Hall, Hammerton Mere, and in the distance Gisburn Forest plantations, Stephen 
Park within. Note that the modern Gisburn Forest FC estate extends west of the historical Gisburn legal 
forest, and the modern civil parish. 

 

The Park occupies the most easterly lands of former Hammerton vill and is bounded on the east by 
Gisburn Forest and Bolton-by-Bowland parishes across a watercourse. Parks were often sited on the 
upland boundaries of private land holdings, royal forests and township/parish boundaries.  

  

                                                           
111 'Yorkshire Fines: 1551-55,' in Feet of Fines of the Tudor Period [Yorks]: Part 1, 1486-1571, ed. Francis Collins (Leeds: 
Yorkshire Archeological Society, 1887), 153-189, accessed August 17 2015, http://www.british-history.ac.uk/feet-of-fines-
yorks/vol1/pp153-189. 
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Documentary evidence of a deer-park? 

A medieval deer-park required authorisation, grants and considerable expenditure to acquire deer, 
securely inclose them, maintain the fence and succour the deer. Subsequently, income could be 
generated by disparkment and conversion of some or all of the park to more conventional 
agricultural use. The documentary evidence of a deer-park could include: 

¶ a licence for deer imparkment, the enclosure of woodland containing deer coverts 
or grant of agistment112 upon disparkment, and rents and other income therefrom; 

¶ pleadings to the Crown/Duchy for trespass, breaking of the pale fence and 
unauthorised taking of deer; 

¶ accounts for maintenance of the pale, lodge, woodland, and supply of fodder to 
supplement the browse for the deer in the winter; 

¶ appointment and payments to the parker and other park staff; 

¶ royal grants of live deer or venison and associated fees; 

¶ ƛƴǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŘŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǿǎŜ ŀǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 
imparkment; 

¶ licences for salters (deer-leaps), and associated accounts for construction and 
maintenance. 

A licence for Bashall Park and an account of the breaking of the pale will serve to illustrate the type 
of information sought for Stephen Park. The earliest known date for a park at Bashall (albeit indirect) 
is from a perambulation of Bowland forest undertaken in the times of John Lyndley, abbot of 
Whalley (active 1342-1377),113,114 that included: Ψto head of Bashall ParkeΩΦ Kirkstall Abbey owned 
lands in the east of Bowland and in the coucher book of deeds dating from the early fourteenth 
century (probably 1320s) , within Memorandum of land newly enclosed in Bouland ƛǎ Ψ!ƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǊƪ ƻŦ .ŀǎǎŎƘƻƭŦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ [ƻǊŘ IŜƴǊȅ ŘŜ [ŀǎŎȅ нлл ŀŎǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƭŦΩΦ115 These documents do 
not explicitly refer to a deer-park, and could refer to a stock park. But in 1465-1466, a deer-park was 
granted to Thomas Talbot116 ΨŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊΩ όIŀǊƭΦ улпΣ ŦΦ мтōύΥ117 

The licence of including a close, called Bashall Park, notwithstanding his charter 
regarding/of Bolland ... provided that there is not a deer-leap, commonly called a 
Saltree [salter].118 

It is the exclusion of a salter (a common pre-condition of imparkment) that confirms that this was a 
deer-park. In 1516, Privy Seal 2048119 licenced Edmund Talbot to impark lands in Bashall:120  

                                                           
112 Leasing land for raising cattle and growing herbage. 
113 T. D. Whitaker, An History of the Original Parish of Whalley and Honor of Clitheroe, Volume I (London, Routledge,1872), 
p. 329. 
114 W. Farrer, J. Brownbill (eds.), The Victoria History of the County of Lancaster, Volume 2 (London/Archibald Constable, 
1908), p. 139. 
115 The Coucher Book of the Cistercian Abbey of Kirkstall in the West Riding of the County of York. Thoresby Society Vol VIII 
(Leeds, 1904), p. 362. Entry CCCCXXXI. 
116 This Thomas Talbot married Alice, daughter of John Tempest of Bracewell, in 1451. He was knighted in 1482 and died in 
1498. He is infamous as one of ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ IŜƴǊȅ ±L ŀǘ ²ŀŘŘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ мпср ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜŀƭƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
West Riding following his defeat at the Battle of Hexham in 1464.  
117 A Catalogue of the Harleian Manuscripts in the British Museum, Vol, I (London/The British Museum,1808), p. 444. 
118 T. D. Whitaker, An History of the Original Parish of Whalley and Honor of Clitheroe, Volume II (London/Routledge, 1876), 
p. 498. In Latin within Whitaker. 
119 The original may be in Chancery: Warrants of the Great Seal, Series II Ref. C 82, possibly C 82/435 (June 1516) or C 
82/434 (May 1516). According to Whitaker it is in Harl. 804 f. 16b also. 
120 Calendar of the Charter Rolls, Vol. VI, 5 Henry VI - 8 Henry VII, A.D. 1427 ς 1516 (London/HMSO, 1927), p. 283. 

 



25 

Grant of special grace Χ to Edmund Talbot, esquire, of licence that he and his heirs 
may impark all their fees, lordships, and lands in the town or hamlet of Baxall and 
Χenclose the same with palings, ditches and hedges; and gift to them all privileges 
and liberties Χ notwithstanding that some part of the said park may lie within the 
ōƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ƻǊ ŎƘŀses Χ no one shall enter the said park to hunt 
there without licence from the said Edward [sic] on penalty of 40l. to the king. 

Things did not go well τ 560 rods (3.6 km) of fence pales were allegedly thrown down by a mob the 
following year (1517), supposedly instigated by Edward Stanley, Lord Mounteagle.121 In the Star 
/ƘŀƳōŜǊ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ 9ŘƳǳƴŘ ¢ŀƭōƻǘΩǎ ǇƭŜŀding to Henry VIII regarding this breaking of his 
park:122 

[Edmund]  hadde so begone to pale & inclose the same Χ ŀōƻǿǘŜ vC & thre score 
Rodde.  There came Χ the nomber of fowre hundred personys [and] Ryottowsely 
[riotously] Χ all the seyde pale Postys & Raylys of the same hewe in pecys brake & 
cast downe And the servantes Χ there beyng grevously assautyd hurtyd & evyll 
intreatyd and putt them in grett daunger of there lyves. 

Ψ.ŀǎƘŀǿŜ tŀǊƪŜΩ ƛǎ ŘŜǇƛŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ c.1580 map of Bolland Forest; it is not shown as a paled park but as 
a simple rectangular area, similar to the other regions marked.123 

Sources searched 

The search was systematic and encompassed local county archives, the National Archives, printed 
primary sources, secondary sources and antiquarian research. Of particular interest were Chancery 
documents such as Patent and Close Rolls and catalogued Duchy papers; licences to impark were 
frequently enrolled within the former. 

The King in Council and the King in Parliament were the principal institutions for judicial and 
ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ {Ŝŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
was held by the Chancellor in the Chancery.124 Charters issued under the Seal were grants by the 
king to undertake acts such as hold certain types of court, hold markets etc.  Grants by the monarch 
to individuals and corporations, were isǎǳŜŘ ŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ΨƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǇŀǘŜƴǘΩ ƻǊ ΨƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŎƭƻǎŜΩ, the latter 
being private comƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŦƻƭŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ {ŜŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ΨŦƛƴŜΩ 
rolls showing payments to the king for royal favour, such as grant of lands, offices etc. The Chancery 
also produced the Inquisitions Post Mortems. Licences to impark, actions to be taken to apprehend 
park breakers, licences for salters, grants of royal deer, and the existence and extent of parks held by 
an individual upon death may be found in these documents. There are large numbers of the various 
types of rolls, for example, ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ нмΣллл ΨŎƭƻǎŜΩ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ мнлп-1903,125 but in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ŀǎ ΨŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎΩ ς 
abbreviated versions arranged in date order. The calendars were published by HMSO and many of 
the volumes ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅΩ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ are also available online. They are invaluable sources 
of information for studies on the history and management of deer-parks, whether royal, 
ecclesiastical or privately owned. 

The other great institution of the realm was the Exchequer. Its vast records are not very accessible 
but information can be gleaned on the scope of works and costs for the making and maintenance of 

                                                           
121 The nobility and gentry were prolific park breakers, largely driven by feuding and rivalry. 
122 National Archives, Star Chamber Pleadings, STAC 2/26/345. 
123 National Archives MPC 1/32. 
124 A. Macfarlane, A Guide to English Historical Records (Cambridge University Press, 1983), pp. 32-4. 
125 Macfarlane, English Historical Records, 34. 
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royal deer-parks, and receipts from, for example, the confiscation and dispersal of the lands of the 
attainder Sir Stephen Hamerton. 

The primary sources reviewed and searched included: 

¶ Calendars of Patent Rolls; 

¶ Calendars of Charter Rolls; 

¶ Calendars of Close Rolls; 

¶ Calendars of Liberate Rolls;126 

¶ /ǳǊƛŀ wŜƎƛǎ wƻƭƭǎ όYƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘύΤ 

¶ Letters and Papers, Foreign and Domestic, Henry VIII, 1509-1547; 

¶ Yorkshire Deeds, vols. 1, 2, 4, 5, 9, 10; 

¶ Early Yorkshire Charters, vols. 1-3, 7, 9, 12; 

¶ Yorkshire Inquisitions; 

¶ Couchers/chartularies of the monks of Kirkstall, Sawley and Pontefract; 

¶ Ducatus Lancastriae (Calendars of Pleadings, Court of Duchy Chamber), 1-3; 

¶ Manor of Slaidburn Court Rolls (courtesy Chris Spencer); 

¶ Online catalogues employed included: 
o British Library Archives and Manuscripts 
o Lancashire Archives 
o National Archives, Discovery 
o North Yorkshire Record Office 
o West Yorkshire Archive Service 
o Hathi Trust 
o British History Online (Institute of Historical Research and the History of Parliament 

Trust) 
o Some Notes on Medieval English Genealogy, 

http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/guide/rol.shtml 
o Cochoit - Medieval Genealogy Resources, 

https://sites.google.com/site/cochoit/home 
o Calendar of Patent Rolls, University of Iowa, http://sdrc.lib.uiowa.edu/patentrolls/ 
o The Hamerton Deeds and Papers, E.2.9 (catalogue only), c. 1530-мсфп ŀǘ /ƘŜǘƘŀƳΩǎ 

Library.127 

Note that uncatalogued material would not be found using this strategy. The many secondary 
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ /ǊŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ²ƘŀƭƭŜȅ ǇŀǊƛǎƘes,128,129 

Greenwood ŀƴŘ .ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .ƻƭƭŀƴŘ CƻǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IƻŘŘŜǊ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ130 and ShawΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
forest of Lancaster.131 

Results of the literature and manuscript review 

The research uncovered information that supplemented the known history of the Hamerton family, 
and gave insights into the history of the Stephen Park area. Thus this section is in two parts: (i) 
biographies of the principal members of the Hamerton family incorporating new information, up to 
and including the attainder of Sir Stephen Hamerton and the dispersal of his lands, (ii) the results of 

                                                           
126 Chancery records of orders to the Exchequer for payment of the expenses of the royal household and state. 
127 ¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ ƻŦ /ƘŜǘƘŀƳΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ Iŀmmerton estate in 1661. 
128 T.D. Whitaker, The History and Antiquities of the Deanery of Craven (London/Nichols, 1812). 
129 T.D. Whitaker, An History of the Original Parish of Whalley and Honor of Clitheroe, Volume II (London, Routledge,1876). 
129 T. Merrall, A History of Hellifield (Settle/Lambert, 1949). 
130 M. Greenwood, C. Bolton, Bolland Forest and the Hodder Valley: A History (Blackpool/Landy, 2000). 
131 R.C. Shaw, The Royal Forest of Lancaster (Guardian/Preston, 1956). 
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the search for evidence of a deer-park at Stephen Park from documents and contemporary maps, 
and information encountered on the history of other settlements and pastures in its immediate 
environs. 

Principal members of the local Hamerton family 

There are a number of Hamerton pedigrees published, but they lean heavily on each other. The 
ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ WƻƘƴ ŘŜ YƛǊƪōȅΩǎ Inquest of Yorkshire made 1283/84 to 1289/90 of fees (usually heritable 
property) held of the king.132

 ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ CƭƻǿŜǊΣ bƻǊǊƻȅ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ !ǊƳǎ ƘŜǊŀƭŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ΨvisitationΩ in 1563-
1564 τ ŀ ƘŜǊŀƭŘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ used to identify unauthorised coats of arms and titles, and 
determine pedigrees. He outlined a Hamerton pedigree, but care is needed with accounts of 
visitations because they were subject to embellishment by families keen to enhance their status.133 
²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ /ǊŀǾŜƴ134 and of Whalley135 summarise the history of the family and his 
version of the Hamerton pedigree from the Craven volume is shown in Appendix  1. aŜǊǊŀƭƭΩǎ History 
of Hellifield discusses the family136 and DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ .ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .ƻƭƭŀƴŘ CƻǊŜǎǘ137 and 
CƻǎǘŜǊΩǎ pedigrees of Yorkshire families138 also provide information. The noted antiquarian Colonel 
Parker of Browsholme offers an unsettling view: ΨThe Hamerton pedigree as published is appalling in 
ƛǘǎ ƛƴŀŎŎǳǊŀŎƛŜǎΥ ōǳǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀŘƳƛǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΩΦ139,140 Nevertheless, notes are 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊΩǎ ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜ ŀǎ ŀ foundation but supplemented by information found 
in the current historical review and assorted secondary sources, of the principal family members up 
to and including the early sixteenth century. There are a number of Stephens in the pedigree and 
mentioned in the various charters; at times it is unclear, in any particular era, if the activities of the 
one individual are being described. Some of the inclusions below are isolated events in which a 
Hamerton is mentioned; these serve to illustrate the status and activities of individual members 
where a fuller biography is not available.   

Richard de Hamerton 

The earliest mention of a Hamerton is in the Pipe Rolls141 of Henry II in c.1169:142 ΨRichard de 
Ham[er]ton owes half a mark for the sameΩΣ referring to the previous ŜƴǘǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ΨŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘΩ.143 
Iƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ΨwƛŎƘŀǊŘ ŘŜ IŀƳώŜǊϐǘƻƴ ǇŀȅǎκǊŜƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ѹ ƳŀǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
[another default]. Lƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ 9ȄŎƘŜǉǳŜǊ ǇŀƛŘΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘΩΦ144 One mark was two-thirds of £1. 
Also c.ммсф ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƴǘǊȅ ΨHenry clerk of Ham[er]ton pays/renders an account of 2 marks for forest 
rights. In the Court of the Exchequer [paid] 1 mark. And he owes 1 markΩΦ145 All entries were with 
regard to Ψ9ǾŜǊǿƛŎƘǎŎǊΩ, which is probably ΨYorkshireΩ. 

                                                           
132 Skaife, YƛǊƪōȅΩǎ LƴǉǳŜǎǘ, p. viii. 
133 C.B Norcliffe, The Visitation of Yorkshire in the Years 1563 and 1564 Made by William Flower Esquire, Norroy King of 
Arms (London, 1881). 
134 T.D. Whitaker, The History and Antiquities of the Deanery of Craven (London/Nichols, 1812). 
135 T. D. Whitaker, An History of the Original Parish of Whalley and Honor of Clitheroe, Volume II (London, Routledge,1876). 
136 T. Merrall, A History of Hellifield (Settle/Lambert, 1949). 
137 M. Greenwood, C. Bolton, Bolland Forest and the Hodder Valley: A History (Blackpool/Landy, 2000). 
138 J. Foster, Pedigrees of the County Families of Yorkshire, Vol. I, West Riding (London/Head, 1874). 
139 J. Parker, IŀƳƳŜǊǘƻƴΥ ¢ŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ Ψ.ƻƭƭŀƴŘΩ by Colonel J. Parker, CB, FSA, of Browsholme, Read Before the Society of 
Genealogists, 11th February 1926. Synopsis available uncatalogued in Slaidburn Archives. 
140 Greenwood & Bolton, Bolland and Hodder, 17. 
141 Annual accounts of the Exchequer (Treasury). 
142 Translated by Chris Spencer. 
143 The Great Roll of the Pipe for the Sixteenth Year of the Reign of King Henry the Second, A.D. 1169-1170, Vol. XV 
(London/The Pipe Roll Society, 1892), p.43. 
144 The Great Roll of the Pipe for the Seventeenth Year of the Reign of King Henry the Second, A.D. 1170-1, Vol. XVI 
(London/The Pipe Roll Society, 1893), p.69. 
145 The Great Roll of the Pipe for the Sixteenth Year of the Reign of King Henry the Second, A.D. 1169-1170, Vol. XV 
(London/The Pipe Roll Society, 1892), p.40. 
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Stephen de Hamerton 

The Kirkstall Coucher (c.1196) reveals a grant to the monks of twenty loads of hay by Stephen de 
Hamerton:  

Stephen of Hamertone, concerning 20 cart-loads of hay, with the appurtenances at 
Hamerton. 

Be it known to all men, both present and future, that I Stephen son of Hugh of 
Hamerton, for the souls of my father and my mother, and for the souls of all my 
ancestors and my heirs, and for the health of my soul, have given and granted and 
by this my present charter have confirmed to God and St Mary and the Monks of 
Kirkestall forever 20 cart-loads of hay with the appurtenances in the Township [vill] 
of Hamerton, in unconditional, free and perpetual alms. So that the aforesaid monks 
will mow the hay and make with me a close near to a meadow in which now they 
take the said hay so much belonging as [will provide?] the aforesaid 20 cart-loads of 
hay Χ Moreover, I have given and by this my charter have confirmed to the aforesaid 
monks my body when I will have departed this life, with all chattels, both moveable 
and unmoveable, which will by right belong to me.146 

ΨIǳƎƘ ƻŦ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴΩ is not shown in the published pedigrees of the family. According to Greenwood 
and Bolton, Stephen was considered to be the son of Hugh of Hamerton (probably based on the 
above grant), and his brother was Orme (below), but WhitakerΩǎ pedigree shows that Stephen was 
fathered by Richard (however these could be different Stephens).147 

In 1208 at the Court of Lancaster, a dispute before a jury between Stephen de Hamerton the plaintiff 
and his tenant Hugh de Mitton regarding land in Aighton in Mitton is noted; Hugh paid a fine of 
fourteen marks of silver to acquire the rights of the land.148 A Stephen de Hamerton paid 8 s. for 
scutage149 in 1210.150 In the early reign of King John (reigned 1199-1216), Stephen of Hamerton and 
Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ΨIƻǊƳΩ [Orme?] witnessed a grant of land adjoining the Ribble, to Sawley Abbey.151 
Stephen also witnessed  before 1191 the gift by Richard le Vavasour to Sawley Abbey of all his lands 
in Bolton-by-Bowland.152 In the period c.1212-12но ŀ Ψ{ǘŜǇƘŀƴƻ ŘŜ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴŀΩ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ōȅ 
Peter son of William de Marton to Sawley Abbey of land in Marton for 400 sheep in winter and 600 
in summer.153 Around this time there was also an Alan de Hamerton who witnessed c.1190-1210 a 
ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ψ{ŎƻǎǘƘǊƻǇ ŀƴŘ wƛƳƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƻŦ ¦ŎǘǊŜŘ ŘŜ tŀȅǘƘƻǊƴŜ ŀƴŘ !ƭƛŎŜ ŘŜ 
Arnford, but Alan is not shown in the published pedigrees.154 In a  1257/58 Inquisition Post Mortem 
(IPM) after the death of Edmund de Lacy (Baron of Pontefract and Lord of Bowland) it was noted 

                                                           
146 The Coucher Book of The Cistercian Abbey of Kirkstall in the West Riding of the County of York, Thoresby Society Vol. VIII 
(Leeds, 1904), pp.200-201. 
147 Greenwood & Bolton, Bolland and Hodder Valley, 16. 
148 Merrall, History of Hellifield, 95. 
149 A tax in lieu of personal service as a knight to the monarch. 
150 Whitaker, History of Craven, 126. 
151 J. McNulty, The Chartulary of the Cistercian Abbey of St Mary of Salley in Craven, Vol. I (Yorkshire Archaeological Society, 
Record Series LXXXVII, 1933), p. 133 
152 C. T. Clay, W. Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters: Vol. IX, The Percy Fee (Yorkshire Archaeological Society Record Series, 
Extra Series Vol, IX, 1963), p. 128. 
153 C. T. Clay, W. Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters: Vol. VII, The Skipton Fee (Yorkshire Archaeological Society Record Series, 
Extra Series Vol. V, 1947), pp. 238-9. 
154 C. T. Clay, W. Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters: Vol. X, The Trussebut Fee (Yorkshire Archaeological Society Record Series, 
Extra Series Vol. VIII, 1955), pp. 270-1. 
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that de Lacy held 30 acres of arable and eight of meadow in demesne155 within Slaidburn, but 
Ψ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ƻŦ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀƭƭ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴ ōȅ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅǎ у ǎΦ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΩΦ156 

In the time of King John (reigned 1199-1216), a Stephen, son of Stephen of Hamerton, granted land 
to two monks of Sawley Abbey: 

To all sons of the holy church present and future, Stephen son of Stephen of 
Hamerton sends greeting. Know you that I, for the health of my soul and all of my 
ancestors and my heirs, have given and quitclaimed to God and the monks of the 
church of St Mary of Sallay Adam Ruthand and Simon his brother with all their family 
or household [sequela] and with all their goods, so that neither I nor my heirs will be 
able to have any right or claim for us in the said men or their goods. In testimony of 
which things to the said monks I have given my charter with my seal attached [with 
witnesses].157 

 A Stephen of Hamerton was appointed cleric of Slaidburn by charter in 1231/34: 

¢ƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ϧŎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ CǳƭƪΣ ǇǊƛƻǊ ƻŦ tƻƴǘŜŦǊŀŎǘ Χ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ Χ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƻ 
Stephen, the clerk [cleric] of Hamerton, our church of Slaidburn, with the lands and 
tithes and all things belonging to it, for his life. To be held at an annual pension of six 
marks. The said Stephen shall pay all episcopal dues and bear all church burdens. 
And he has swƻǊƴ Χ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 
pension and as regards the benefice.158 

The advowson159 of Slaidburn was acquired by Pontefract monastery from Hugh de Laval160 in about 
1114, when Henry I had granted him the estates of Robert de Lacy.161 

In 1250/51 a Stephen de Hamerton pledged bail in a dispute between a Ralph/Randolph Middleton 
and wife, and William de Forz, 4th Earl of Albemarle:  

They warranted to [Forz] 6 bovates of land and 1 mark of rent with the 
appurtenances in Bradeleg162 which he holds and claims to hold from them and in 
respect of their deed. And they do not come [to court] and they have made many 
defaults. Therefore it was ordered by the sheriff to distrain them Χ. And the sheriff 
ordered that Stephen of Hamerton, William of Newton in Bouland [and others] have 
pledged bail for them. 163 

Orme de Hamerton 

Orme was probably the eldest son of Richard de Hamerton and brother of Stephen. He was a 
benefactor of Edisford hospital164 in 1211-1220, and gave land in Clitheroe: ΨDƻŘ ŀƴŘ {Φ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ ŀƴŘ 

                                                           
155 Land used by the lord of a manor for his own purposes, and not let to tenants. 
156 W. Brown, Yorkshire Inquisitions of the Reigns of Henry III and Edward I, Vol. 1 (Yorkshire Archaeological and 
Topographical Association, Record Series Vol. XII, 1891), pp. 47-8. 
157 McNulty, Chartulary of Salley Vol. I, 86. Translated by Chris Spencer. 
158 R. Holmes, The Chartulary of St John of Pontefract, Vol. II, Yorkshire Archaeological Society, Record series Vol. XXX for 
the year 1901, p. 639. 
159 The right to appoint a cleric. 
160 Holmes, Chartulary of Pontefract, 602. 
161 G. Garnett, Conquered England: Kingship, Succession and Tenure 1066-1166 (Oxford University Press, 2007), p.192. 
162 Possibly Bradley near Skipton, where he held lands. B. 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ ΨCƻǊȊ Σ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ŘŜΣ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ !ǳƳŀƭŜ όōΦ ōŜŦƻǊŜ мнмсΣ ŘΦ 
мнслύΩΣ hȄŦƻǊŘ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ hȄŦƻǊŘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tǊŜǎǎΣ нллп 
[http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/29480, accessed 17 May 2016] 
163 D. Crook (Ed.), Curia Regis Rolls Vol. XX, 34-35 Henry III 1250 (Woodbridge/Boydell for National Archives, 2006), p. 125. 
Translated by Chris Spencer. 
164 Whitaker, History of Craven, 126. 
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the house of Edisford to the leprous brethren there for the health of my soul and for the souls of 
Avice my wife, Stephen my brother, John my son and Amabeƭ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩΦ165 

John de Hamerton 

A John de Hamerton was an escheator in Yorkshire ς a person whose principal duty was to represent 
the interests of the king in property upon the death of an individual, by holding Inquisitions Post 
Mortem. This was a prestigious and potentially lucrative appointment. Authorised by a writ dated 6 
January 1250 to the two escheators they undertook ΨLbv¦L{L¢Lhb ƳŀŘŜ ŀǘ tƛƪŜǊƛƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎ 
which were of Sir Roger de Clere and Matilda his wife, before T. de Stanford, Escheator of the King, 
and J. [John] de Hamerton, his co-ŜǎŎƘŜŀǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦ ¸ƻǊƪΣ оп IŜƴΦΩ166 His brother Thomas 
ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ²ŀǊŘŜƴ ŎƘŀǇŜƭΣ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ {ƭŀŘŜōǳǊƴŜΩ167 from 1246.168 

Richard de Hamerton 

It was noted earlier that in 1284/85, Richard, Lord of Hamerton, held one carucate of land in 
Hamerton and Rushton.169 Edward I had a commission in 1274/75 to address injustices from royal 
officials. One question considered injustices from sheriffs and their bailiffs in rents. The sheriff of the 
Earl of Lincoln had a bailiff Gilbert who imprisoned Richard at Pontefract until he had paid six marks 
for release.170 Richard married an Agnes in 1284/85. 

Stephen de Hamerton 

In the KnightsΩ Fees of 1302/03 in Hamerton, he held one carucate.171 In 1324 he paid a fine of 2s. to 
a court in Waddington for entry into land of Thomas Earl of Lancaster (i.e. he became a copyhold 
tenant).172 According to Merrall, this Stephen was a benefactor of Kirkstall Abbey and gave 15 
cartloads of hay in Hamerton173,174 (recall that an earlier Stephen, son of Hugh, also gave hay). 
Stephen founded a chantry175 in the chapel of St Mary, Hamerton in 1332:176 

Hamerton and Riston contain one carucat of land, which Rad [Richard] de Amerton 
held of the Earl of Lincoln, and he of the King in capite by no rent. At Tadcaster on 
Sunday before the Feast of the Purification, 1332, Stephen de Ha[m]erton  ordained 
this chantry, which he founded in the chapel of S. Mary in his Manor of Hamerton, 
for a fit secular chaplen by himself presentable while he shall live, and after his 
decease by his son John and his heirs, in the said chapel to celebrate masses and 
other Divine offices for the souls of the said Stephen and Richard his father, and 
Agnes his mother, for whose sustentation he gave 2 messuages, 36 acres in land, 
and 20 acres of meadow in Slayteburne and Newland in Bowland for ever. All which 

                                                           
165 Greenwood & Bolton, Bolland and Hodder Valley, 16. 
166 W. Brown, Yorkshire Inquisitions of the Reigns of Henry III and Edward I, Vol. 1 (Yorkshire Archaeological and 
Topographical Association, Record Series Vol. XII, 1891), pp. 20-1. 
167 Whitaker, History of Craven, 150-151. 
168 A. Peel, A Short History of the Parish of Slaidburn (Lancaster/Beeley), p. 59. 
169 Skaife, YƛǊƪōȅΩǎ LƴǉǳŜǎǘ, p. 17. 
170 Merrall, History of Hellifield, 96. 
171 Skaife, YƛǊƪōȅΩǎ LƴǉǳŜǎǘ, p. 197. 
172 W. Farrer, Some Court Rolls of the Lordships, Wapentakes and Demesne Manors of Thomas Earl of Lancaster in the 
County of Lancaster A.D 1323-4 (The Record Society for the Publication of Original Documents Relating to Lancashire and 
Cheshire, Vol. XLI), p. 67. 
173 aŜǊǊŀƭƭΩǎ Ŏƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ abbey but the entry is not evident in the published version. 
174 Merrall, History of Hellifield, 96. 
175 A chantry is an endowment to support a chaplain to celebrate the soul of he deceased benefactor and his forebears. 
176 Whitaker, History of Craven, 29. 
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was ratifie and confirmed by William, Archbishop of York, on Kalends February 
1332.177 

The licence for this transfer, following an inquisition of the potential damage (ad quod damnum), 
was published in the Patent Rolls in 1331. He paid a fine (fee) of six marks. The inquisition would 
have reviewed the transfer of this land to the church; such transfers were frowned upon and 
controlled in this period (mortmain): 

Licence, after inquisition ad quod damnum, for the alienation in mortmain by 
Stephen de Hamerton of two messuages, 36 acres of land and 20 acres of meadow 
in Slaytburn and Neuton in Boulond, held of the king as of the manor of Slaytburn by 
the service of 12d. yearly, to John de Hamerton, chaplain, to celebrate divine service 
daily in the chapel of St. Mary in Hamerton manor for the souls of the said Stephen 
his father, mother and ancestors.178 

This chantry chapel was probably in the manor hall on the site of the later c.1600 Hammerton Hall. 

In 1335, a William, son of Stephen de Hamerton (with others) were accused of entering Queen 
LǎŀōŜƭƭŀΩǎ ΨŦǊŜŜ ŎƘŀŎŜ ƻŦ .ƻǳƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻƪŜ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊƪ ŀǘ wƻŘŘƻƳ ώwŀŘƘƻƭƳŜϐ ŎƻΦ ¸ƻǊƪΣ ƘǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ 
carried away deer and aǎǎŀǳƭǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΩΦ179 Isabella frequently complained of assaults 
on her parks in Bowland and elsewhere in Lancashire. 

John de Hamerton 

John was living in 1332/33 and died before 1359/60180 when his wife Agnes granted to Adam 
Slaitburne, the chaplain of Slaidburn, 40 s. a year for life from her manor of Hamerton and other 
lands, Slaidburn, Newton and Easington.181 

Adam de Hamerton 

Adam acquired Wigglesworth, Knowlmere and Hellifield manors through his marriage to Katherine 
de Knolle (who with her sister Anastasia were joint heirs when the male line died out).182  The 
marriage was in the latter years of the reign of Edward III (died 1377). Hellifield Peel at this time was 
probably a fortified tower and palisade, largely to counter marauding Scots. It was later rebuilt in 
stone and is first mentioned in documents from 1537.183 The Hamertons were not mentioned in the 
1379 poll tax returns of the Hellifield manor but a Thomas de Knoll was taxed. 

Richard de Hamerton 

Richard was the son of Adam and Katherine and he married Elizabeth, daughter of William de 
Radcliffe and Ellen. He had the manor of Langfield (Halifax) and a third part of others. On 30 
November 1394 he witnessed a grant of a tenement in Rathmell.184 

In the 1379 poll taxes, 18 people were taxed in Hamerton, all at 4dΦ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ΨwƛŎŀǊŘǳǎ ŘŜ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴΩΣ 
the lord of the manor, at 12d., to a total of 12s. 4d.185 By comparison, 52 were taxed in Slaidburn, at 
a total of 17s. 10d.  Earlier in 1334, Hammerton was subjected to lay subsidies at 12s., the same as 

                                                           
177 Yorkshire Indexers, from the Torre Manuscripts, Slaidburn 136, Hamerton, available at 
http://www.yorkshireindexers.info/wiki/index.php?title=Slaidburn_136, accessed 18 May 2016. 
178 Calendar of Patent Rolls, Edward III, Vol. 2, 1330-1334, 11 October 1331, p. 213. 
179 Calendar of Patent Rolls, Edward III, Vol. 3, 1334-1338, 12 July 1335, p. 201 
180 T.D. Whitaker, The History and Antiquities of the Deanery of Craven (London/Nichols, 1812), p. 126. 
181 Peel, Slaidburn, 21. 
182 Ryder & Birch, Hellifield Peel, 82. 
183 Ryder & Birch, Hellifield Peel, 85. 
184 McNulty, Chartulary of Salley Vol. II, 2. 
185 C.C. Fenwick, The Poll Taxes of 1377, 1379 and 1381, Part 3, Wiltshire-Yorkshire (Oxford University Press, 2005) 
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Easington, Mitton and Bashall, but Slaidburn was taxed at £1-5s., and Clitheroe at £2-7s.186,187 Lay 
subsidies were taxes on property such as crops and animals to support wars against the French and 
ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ǘŀȄ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŀōƭŜ ƎƻƻŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ 
sum aggregated for the whole community (although the very poor were exempt). 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜǎΣ WƻƘƴΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ !ŘŀƳ ŘŜ IŀƳƳŜǊǘƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ.ŀǿƭŀƴŘΩ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
debtor in 1367 of Henry del Burgh to the sum of £200. He came before the mayor of Wigan, a writ 
having been sent to the Sheriff of Yorkshire and Lancashire.188 

Laurence/Lawrence Hamerton 

In 1440, Laurence obtained a licence to crenellate Hellified Peel: 

Oct. 13, 1440. Grant to Laurence Hamerton of licence to enclose, crenallate, and 
furnish with towers and battlements his manor of Helefeld, c. York, with stone and 

mortar, and so hold it to him and his heirs, without impediment.189 

Licences to crenellate private holdings were statements of privilege and status. They embellished 
country houses and hunting lodges, rather than being practical defensive features.190 Occasionally, 
the licence included a licence to impark and up to the year 1600, 53 of 429 (12%) licences did so, but 
[ŀǳǊŜƴŎŜΩǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘΦ It is likely that Laurence lived principally at Wigglesworth and the Peel was a 
secondary residence; he ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ΨƻŦ ²ƛƪƭŜǎǿƻǊǘƘ Ŝǘ IŜƭƛŦƛŜƭŘΩ ƛƴ !ǊŎƘŘŜŀŎƻƴǊȅ ƻŦ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ 
registers.191 He made other modifications to the Peel including turrets, a wall well and a defensible 
room. He also built a chapel in Long Preston church and rebuilt the nave.192 

There is an intriguing manuscript in the National Archives dated c.1427/8 ς a petition to the 
Commons (then sent to the Lords) from Laurence de Hamerton:   

Hamerton requests writs to the sheriffs of Yorkshire and Lancashire, ordering them 
to make proclamations summoning various rioters and criminals before the king's 
justices Χ He states that these men have forcibly ousted him and his tenants from 
his property in Hammerton, Barnoldswick and that the local officials dare not act 
against them.193  

The document ƛǎ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ ΨLet it be sent to the Lords. For Laurence Hamerton. It shall be done as 
desired in the petitionΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ-six alleged malevolents are named from Colne, Marsden, 
Chatburn, Downham, Grindleton and Mearley. The reason for the riotous behaviour and the final 
outcome are not known.  

 

                                                           
186 ΨIŀƳƳŜǊǘƻƴΣ .ŜǊŜǎŦƻǊŘΩǎ [ƻǎǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΩΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ IǳƭƭΦ 
https://www.dmv.hull.ac.uk/dmvDetail.cfm?dbkey=5148&search=hammerton (accessed 4 September 2015). 
187 R.E. Glasscock, The Lay Subsidy of 1334 (London/Oxford University); Published by the British Academy, Records of Social 
and Economic History, New Series II, p. xxiv. 
188 Catalogue entry for TNA C241/147/144; the manuscript has not been viewed. 
189 Calendar of Charter Rolls, Edward III, Vol. 6, 1427-1516, 13 Oct. 1440, p. 11. 
190 P. Davis, English Licences to Crenellate, Some Analysis. ΨGatehouse - The comprehensive online gazetteer and 
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Figure 9: Hellifield Peel, resurrected recently from partial demolition in 1959. 

 

Whitaker states that Laurence married Isabel, daughter of Sir John Tempest of Bracewell194 but 
recent research suggests that she was the daughter of Sir Richard Tempest (died 1427/28); Laurence 
died in or before 1445.195 

Sir Richard Hamerton 

Sir wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ [ŀǳǊŜƴŎŜΩǎ ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƛǊΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ first wife was Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John 
Assheton, and widow of Sir Ralph Harrington,196 his second was Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Lord 
Clifford and  widow of William Plumpton; the marriage covenant was in 1466.197 The family was 
elevated in prominence when his daughter was married to the third Baron of the Exchequer, Brian 
Rocliffe of Cowthorpe.198 In 1445 Richard founded a chantry at Long Preston church that required 
the incumbent to ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻǳƭΣ ΨǘŜŀŎƘ ŀ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ 
ΧŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ώȅŜŀǊƭȅϐ ǎƛȄ ǎƘƛƭƭƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ōǊŜad, and make a sermon by himself or his deputy 
ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΩ.199 On the inscription in Long Preston parish church requesting prayers for his father 
Laurence, mother Isabella and wife Elizabeth, he ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩΦ Richard died in 1480 and 
in his will is a long list of bequests to family members, including his sons, principally Stephen and 
William, Sawley Abbey and Bolton Priory, and horses and stock to other named people. Ten marks 
were ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǇƻǊŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ōŜǊȅƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘŜƴ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƻ ΨƳȅ ǇƻǊŜ 
ǘŜƴŀƴƴŀƴǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƎƘōǳǊǎΩΦ200 His wife was bequeathed ŀ ΨǿŀȅƴŜΩ όǿŀƎƻƴύ ŀƴŘ ǎƛȄ ƻȄŜƴ. 
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Sir Stephen Hamerton 

The issue of Sir RichardΩs first marriage, he was made a knight banneret in July 1482 in the field by 
the Duke of Gloucester in Scotland and dubbed in August on the field of ΨSeffordΩ (Cessford) by the 
Earl of Northumberland, following the capture of Berwick.201 He also formed part of the assembly of 
knights gathered by the Earl of Northumberland to greet the new king Henry VII on his visit to 
Yorkshire.202 He was the benefactor of a chantry founded in Slaidburn church in 1487 by a Peter 
Shawe, and described in a survey by commissioners in 1546-1548 prior to the Ψ5ƛǎǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
/ƘŀƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ (enacted on Easter Day 1548 when they came into the possession of the Crown).203 Sir 
Stephen augmented the salary of the secular priest by granting lands and property in Slaidburn and 
High Field amounting to 106s.  8d. 

He married Isabel, daughter of Sir William Plumpton, the marriage contracted in 1446/47.204 Sir 
Stephen died on 27 June 1500; the writ of diem clausit extremum όΨƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŀȅΩΣ ƛΦŜΦ ŘƛŜŘύ is 
dated 4 October 1500.205 His IPM of 21 May 1501 included: 

Manor, or lordship, of Hamerton, worth 15l., held of the king, as of the duchy of 
Lancaster, by service of fealty and 8s. rent at Michaelmas yearly and suit at the 
king's court of Bowlande to be held yearly at Bowlande, in the said county, twice a 
year. 

Manor, or lordship, of Knollesmere, or Knollysmer, worth 15l., held of the king, as of 
the said duchy, by service of fealty and 18d. rent, at Whitsun and Martlemas equally, 
and suit of court, as above. 

Manor, or lordship, of Wyglesworth, worth 15l., held of the abbot of Fountains ... 
Manor, or lordship, of Halyffelde, worth 14l., held of the prior of the Hospital of St. 
John of Jerusalem in England Χ Manor, or lordship, of Langfelde, or Langffelde, 
worth 6l., held of the king, as of his manor of Wakefelde, parcel of the earldom of 
Waren' being in the king's hands Χ Third part of the manors, or lordships, of 
Rysshworth, or Ryshworth, Bothomley, Berkeslande, or Barkyslande and Slaynden. 

A messuage and a bovate of land in Sladburn, or Slaydburn, worth 30s., held of the 
king, as of the duchy of Lancaster, by service of fealty Χ A messuage and a half 
bovate of land in Newton in Bowlande, worth 20s., held of the king, as of the said 
ŘǳŎƘȅ Χ A toft and 2a. land in Setyll, worth 8s., held of Henry, earl of 
Northumberland, ΧA messuage and a bovate of land in Wyglesworth, worth 8s., 
held of Henry, earl of Northumberland.206 [etc.] 

Sir Stephen was plainly a wealthy and influential man. 
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John Hamerton 

Lƴ {ƛǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ Lta is ΨWƻƘƴ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴΣ ŜǎǉǳƛǊŜΣ ŀƎŜŘ ол ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳe of his father's death, 
ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƛǊΩΦ207 He married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Geoffery Middleton (Westmorland). In 
1473 his grandfather Sir Richard and father Sir Stephen gave John and his wife Elizabeth, on the 
occasion of their marriage, four messuages in Craven and a mill in Hellifield.208 He served at Flodden 
and in his will of 1513 on the eve of his service agaƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨYƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩΣ he described himself as 
ΨƪƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩΦ IŜ bequeathed all his armour to his son Stephen, and stated that he should be 
buried in Long Preston, which indeed he was after his death in 1513/14 (it is not known if he was 
killed at Flodden).209 At his IPM (in Ilkley) in April 1515, he held lands in Hammerton, Knowlmere, 
Wigglesworth, Hellifield, Langfield, Slaidburn, Newton (et al.). Hamerton and Knowlmere were held 
of the king as the Duchy of Lancaster, Wigglesworth was held from the Abbott of Fountains and the 
manor of Hellifield from the prior of St John of Jerusalem.210 

Sir Stephen Hamerton and family 

{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ father John gave him lands in Langfield, Long Preston and Calton upon his marriage in 
1505/06 to Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Bigot of Settrington.211 His date of birth is not known precisely. 

In the 1522 Loan Book (Cardinal ²ƻƭǎŜȅΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ assessments), at Wigglesworth is 
Ψ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴ /ƘŜȅŦŜ ƭƻǊŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀǿƴŜΩΣ ǘŀȄŜŘ ϻслΤ 
seventeen others were also taxed, but at lower levels.212 He was also taxed in 1524 and 1525 but in 
1543, after his execution, a Christopher Hamerton was resident.213 He had three brothers, Richard, 
Laurence and Thomas, the latter two killed on supposedly the same day in Ireland.214,215    

It is not known why and when Stephen was knighted but it is likely that this occurred as a 
consequence of proclamations of Henry VII and Henry VIII that gentry with holdings yielding greater 
than £40 per annum should become knights as a feudal duty, upon pain of fines; sheriffs were 
ordered to provide lists of candidates for the counties to the Chancery.216 The Hamertons were 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀ ΨƪƴƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩΦ In this period knights undertook wide-ranging duties for the Crown, 
rather detached from the chivalric, military rewards of their knighted forbears.217 

Sir Stephen was the most unfortunate and infamous Hamerton because of his attainder and 
execution following his involvement in the Pilgrimage of Grace. This was a popular uprising of the 
ΨŎƻƳƳƻƴǎΩ όǘŜƴŀƴǘǎύ ƛƴ мрос-1537, largely against HenǊȅ ±LLLΩǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǊŜŦƻǊƳǎ. There had been 
disturbances in Lincolnshire that inflamed uprisings in Richmondshire then into other parts of the 
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north including North Craven and the Ribble Valley. The local gentry such as Sir Stephen (and 
Nicholas Tempest of Bracewell) were enveloped and became, in many cases rather reluctantly, the 
mouthpieces and negotiators of the commons ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ their forces. 
²ƘŜƴ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ Ψŀǎ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǊǳƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ 
they would now rule ƘƛƳΩΦ218 The events of the uprising are well documented and Hoyle provides a 
scholarly study interpreting the origins of the rebellion in the context of the politics of the 1530s. 
The details of IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ as the coerced gentry leader of the North Craven 
insurrection will not be discussed here219 but there is wealth of information in the calendared Letters 
and Papers, Foreign and Domestic, Henry VIII.220 He was called to London in March 1537 with other 
northern gentry for examination, which took place on 25 April 1537 (a summary of his examination 
is at Appendix 2). It is probable that they were unaware of the seriousness of their situation. He had 
already been pardoned by the king, with sixteen others, for an insurrection in 1536.221 For the 
second insurrection, the outcome was inevitable ς following examination in the Tower of London on 
25 April, he was charged with treason and conspiracy against the king and was sent for trial on 16/17 
May in Westminster Hall. He was executed on 25 May at Tyburn, having pleaded guilty whilst the 

jury were still deliberating.222,223 A contemporary local chronicle described the execution:224 

And the xxv. daye of the same monyth [May 1537] was draune from the tower of 
London un to Tyborne sir John Bowmer knyght, sir Stephen Hamertone knyght, 
master Nicolas Tempest sqwyere, William Thurston abbot of Fowntens and bachelar 
of devinite, doctor John Pekerynge prior of the Blacke freeres in Yorke, sir James 
Pekerelle challon [canon] and doctor of devinite. And after sir John Bowmer [and] sir 
Stephen Hamertone ware but hongyd [hanged] and heddyd [beheaded], and alle the 
resydew [residue] ware bothe hongyd, heddyd and qwarterd [quartered]. 

His knightly status saved him from the full panoply of the execution torture. Having been attainted, 
his lands including Stephen Park and Wigglesworth, but not Hellifield Peel where his wife remained, 
were taken by the Crown and subsequently disposed of. At an inquiry c.1537 at York Castle after his 
death, his lands included the manors of Wigglesworth, Hellifield and Hammerton, Knowlmere, 
Ryssheworth[?] and Langfeld, and messuages in Castelhowse, Settle, Coldconyston, etc.225 

His son Henry died on 3 October 1537, just after the execution of his father. In his will dated 4 
August 1537, he left all to his wife Jane/Joan and children except his riding jacket which went to his 
servant Thomas Turner.226 Jane died in January 1538 leaving a young daughter Margaret. In WŀƴŜΩǎ 
will proved in May 1538 she expressed the desire to be buried in Newark upon Trent; she left her 
sister Alice Stapleton ƘŜǊ ΨƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƎƻǿƴŜ ƻŦ ǊǳǎǎŜǘ ŘŀƳŀǎƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŜǾŜǎ ǘǳǊƴŜǳǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊǳǎǎŜǘ 
ǾŜƭǾŜǘ Χ ώŀƴŘϐ ŀ ǾŜƭǾŜǘ ōƻƴŜǘ ōƭŀƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦǊƻƴǘŜƭŜǘ ƻŦ ǎŀǘǘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƭŘŜΩ.227 Their marriage covenant 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ƛǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ WƻŀƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ Christopher Stapleton of Wighill (near Tadcaster) was dated 8 
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May 1535.228 Theirs was a brief marriage indeed and their deaths were the culmination of a dire 
period for the Hamerton family and a future of ignominy. Elizabeth retained Hellifield for her life, 
died in 1538 and was buried in {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ Slaidburn, according to the wishes in her will.229  

{ƛǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ was married to Agnes, daughter of John Sedgwick of Dent. They had a 
number of childrŜƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ WƻƘƴΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ will was dated 1538 in which he desired that John and 
his goods be in the care of John Hamerton of Pontefract.230  His son John was probably the John who 
succeeded to the Hellifield estates in 1561 after their confiscation by the Crown. He became Lord of 
Hellifield after lengthy legal procedures and payment of a fine at Westminster.231 The pedigree in 
²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊΩǎ Craven is confusing in this respect showing successions from both Sir Stephen and 
Richard, but Foster & Norcliffe show the succession from Richard.232,233 

Another Richard Hamerton was accused (along with a John Hammerton, John Greneakar and 
Anthony Lysterύ ōȅ {ƛǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ {ƘƛǊŜōǳǊƴŜΣ aŀǎǘŜǊ CƻǊŜǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ .ƻƭƭŀƴŘΣ ƻŦ ΨƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŘŜŜǊ ŀǘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
called Woodhouse [north Slaidburn]Ω ƛƴ .ƻƭƭŀƴŘ CƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ мрсоκ64.234 !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ψ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ IŀƳƳŜǊǘƻƴΣ 
ƻŦ ²ƛƎƭŜǎǿƻǊǘƘΩ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƻƴ нр !ǇǊƛƭ мрпт and wished to be buried in Long Preston church; 
Richard Hamerton was his executor. He is not in the pedigrees.235 

In June 1582, another Hamerton played with fire when the fervent Catholic John was examined on 
behalf of Elizabeth I:  

Articles against John Hamerton, of Hellifield Pele, co. York, for certain traitorous 
words against Her Majesty, viz., that they were all heretics that are of the religion 
now preached; that they were so proved by most learned clerks Χ that he was 
Bonner's man,236 and helped to set fire to the faggots in Smithfield [of Protestants], 
and rejoices to think how they fried in the flame Χ the Queen could make no law to 
put men to death for their religion Χ and that the Pope is head of the Church, next 
under God. 237 

The outcome of this potentially treasonous matter is not known. With his wife Ursula he fathered 
Laurence Hamerton in 1544 who continued the line of lords of Hellifield, the last of the male line 
being Chisnall Hamerton who died in 1908; his heir was his daughter Dorothy born in 1898.238 
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The search for evidence of a deer-park 

Note that the absence of evidence is not evidence of absence. It cannot be stated conclusively, on 
this evidence alone, that Stephen Park was not a deer-park. For example, not all deer-parks were 
licensed or authorised ς licences have not been found for Leagram and Radholme deer-parks either 
(it is likely that if imparked by the Crown/Duchy, a licence would not have been necessary). That 
said, it is very unlikely that it was a deer-park. 

The most important positive outcomes of this research, revealing the activities and holdings of the 
Hamerton principals in the medieval and early post-medieval period, were incorporated into the 
biographical section above and will not be repeated here. This section presents other primary 
information, including rather disconnected facets of their activities, and the grants and holdings of 
other families such as the de Lacys and the Percys in the Hammerton, Gisburn and Slaidburn areas. 

Appendix 3 presents summaries of post-1537 documents in note form 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ ƻŦ {ƛǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ lands but not directly relevant to 
the primary issue of whether there was a deer-park. They may be of use 
to other researchers studying the disposal of the Hamerton lands. Some 
have been transcribed and translated, but most are patent roll calendars 
and catalogue summaries, or simply references.  

Other information from primary sources 

Ministers and Receivers accounts, Henry VIII, SC6/HENVIII/4356 

This important document is the lengthy ŀǳŘƛǘ ƻŦ {ƛǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎ and property undertaken 
immediately after his attainder in 1537. Noted for Stephen Park is: 

the relict of the late George Parker for 1 house with a garden called Stevynparke 4 
acres of arable land 5 acres of meadow and 40 acres of pasture and moss £4. 13s. 
4d.239 

Plainly this was farmed area in the 1530s and there is no evidence from the audit that it was then a 
deer-park. The Manor of Slaidburn Court Rolls show that the Parker sons continued farming there 
until the male line died out in the 1570s and a daughter, Catherine, married Christopher Briggs, the 
Briggs family remaining at Stephen Park until c.1670. 240 

An illustrative exercise is to plot the 49 customary acres on the 1847 6-inches to 1-mile OS map of 
the historical, pre-forestry boundaries. Assuming a 7-yard pole, 49 customary acres is 79.4 statute 
acres (32.1 ha). Figure 10 shows an area of 81 acres, similar in size to the 79.4 acres that the Parker 
family had as tenants of Sir Stephen. This very speculative exercise does not definitively define the 
enclosures of the Park in the sixteenth century, but serves to indicate the size of the farmed area in 
1537/38.  

                                                           
239 National Archives SC6/HENVIII/4356. Translated by Chris Spencer. 
240 Pers. comm. Chris Spencer, 21 May 2016. 

A prolonged and exhaustive search of catalogued primary sources to determine if Stephen 
Park ever contained imparked deer, failed to find any unequivocal or even indicative evidence 
of a deer-park.   
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Figure 10: A speculative farmed area comprising farmstead with garden, arable, pasture and moss, 
closely matching the acreage declared in the 1537/ 38 audit of Stephen Park. 

1546: Grant to Ralph Greneacre by the Crown of the manor of Hamerton and other lands: 

Ralph Greneacre of Salley, Yorks. Grant, in fee, for 732l. 18s. 4d., of the reversion and rent 
reserved on it Crown lease 21 May 30 Hen. VIII., to Leonard Warcoppe alias Carlell of the 
chief messuage and mill, etc., within the lordship and manor of Hamerton in Bowland, 
Yorks., which belonged to Sir Stephen Hamerton, attainted, for 21 years, at 13l. 16s. 8d. 
rent. Also grant of the lordship and manor of Hamerton in Bowland, and messuages (named) 
with lands (specified and extents given) in tenure of [list of tenants follows, including Agnes 
Hamerton, widow, formerly of Richard Hamerton], in Hamerton, Bowland and Woodhouse, 
Yorks.τSir Steph. Hamerton. (Signed by Paget, Petre, Sir Ric. Southwell, Sir Robt. Southwell, 
North, Chydley and Duke).241 

Later that year, Greneacre was granted a licence to transfer lands in Bowland to Oliver Breres (who 
built Hammerton Hall): 

Licences to alienate: Ralph Grinacres to Oliver Breres. Moiety of a chief messuage and lands 
in Bollonde, Yorks, in tenure of John Proctour,τSir Stephen Hamerton.242 
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1257/8: Inquisition Post Mortem of Edmund de Lascy (Lacy), Baron of Pontefract and Lord of 
Bowland outlining his lands and tenants: 

[In Bouland] Slayteburne [Slaidburn] town (full extent given with names of tenants), 
including the whole of Hamerton held by Stephen de Hamerton, 40a. in Old Wihekul 
[Withgill near Mitton] held by Adam Biry, and a mill which pertains to the farms of 
Clyderh' [Clitheroe]. Grinlington [Grindleton], 24 bovates land, each paying 16d., and 
doing 3 cart-services [cariagia] to Pontefract yearly, and other services. All the 

above lands are held by knights' service.243  

In another printed version of this IPM (discussed earlier), it was noted that Lacy held 30 acres of 
arable and eight of meadow in demesne ǿƛǘƘƛƴ {ƭŀƛŘōǳǊƴΣ ōǳǘ Ψ{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ƻŦ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀƭƭ 
Hamerton by charter and payǎ у ǎΦ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΩΦ244 

A charter granted between 1232 (when John de Lascy became Earl of Lincoln) and 1240, the year of 
his death:245 

This is a grant of land east of the Hodder to Kirkstall Abbey, bordering Hammerton and part 
of the modern Gisburn Forest, by John de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln. He retained the hunting 
rights. Grants such as this were to enable the monks to pray for his soul and shorten his stay 
in purgatory. 

To all Holy Mother the Church, etc. I John de Lacy, Count of Lincoln and Constable of 
Chester (send) greetings in the Lord. 

Be it known to everyone that I for the love of God and salvation of my soul, my heirs 
and antecedents give grant and by this present charter confirm to God and the 
monks of St. Mary of Kirkstall all the land with woods and pasture, without 
reservation that I have on the eastern part of the water of the Hodder in Bowland, 
just as the water of Hodder descends to the higher head of Gradalehals [see below] 
by the grange of the aforesaid monks as far as the town of Riston [Rushton], and 
from the aforesaid head of Gradalehals to the higher head of Kesedene [Keasden] by 
the boundaries and divisions between my fee and the fee of William de Mowbray, 
and from the high head of Kesedene to the high head of Rowenumcnothes 
[Knotteranum/Bowland Knotts], and from the high head of Rowenumcnothes as far 
as the eastern head of Rowenumcnothes, and from the eastern head of 
Rowenumcnothes, as far as the high head of Hesbrithehawebroc [Hesbert Hill brook, 
probably Brown Hills Beck] , according to the divisions and bounds between my fee 
and the fee of William de Percy, and from the high head of Hesbrithehawebroc just 
as the water of Hesbrithehawebroc descends to the Thirnesetegilebroc [probably 
Bridge House Beck pre-reservoir], and the Thirnesetegilebroc just as the water of 
Thirnesetegilebroc descends to the water of the Hodder in the town of Riston. 

The aforesaid monks having and holding of me and my heirs in free, pure and 
perpetual alms, free and quit of all services and demands pertaining to the Lord. 
Also know that no kind of beasts [farming beasts] may enter the aforesaid pasture, 
nor graze in the aforesaid pasture except the beasts of the aforesaid monks and 
their men. And if any beasts do make ingress onto the aforesaid bounds, the 
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aforesaid monks can impound them and have suitable compensation for the 
transgression. I and my heirs guarantee quitclaim and uphold all the aforesaid land 
with its appurtenances contained within the aforesaid boundaries to the aforesaid 
monks wherever and towards all men in perpetuity.  

Retaining for me and my heirs all kinds (both kinds) of beasts of the chase and 
falcons. [i.e. hunting rights].246 

ΨDǊŀŘŀƭŜƘŀƭǎΩ is Graydale, a name now lost, probably the valley from Cross of Greet bridge over the 
Hodder, rising to the Cross of Greet stone near its source. To the east on the climb up the road are 
notable outcrops of grey stone, and the place names Grey Crag and White Greet. Thus the gifted 
land went from the confluence of the Hodder and Bridge House Beck (now under the reservoir, but 
named Bottoms Beck in its original route through the Forest), north past Rushton (Grange Hall, now 
under the water), following the Hodder up Graydale to the Cross of Greet, east to Bowland Knotts 
and the Knotteranum, over to the Resting Stone, and then down Brown Hills Beck (which further 
down becomes Bottoms Beck), to the Hodder confluence again. It borders the Percy lands of the old 
Gisburn legal forest/chase to the eastΣ aƻǿōǊŀȅΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƴƻǘǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ IŀƳerton lands, 
including Stephen Park, south-east between Bottoms Beck and Hesbert Hall Syke. 

c.1190-98, grant from Matilda, Countess of Warwick of pasture to Sawley Abbey from lands in 
Gisburn forest: 

Matilda (d. 1204) was daughter and co-heir of William be Percy and was a prolific benefactor of a 
number of northern abbeys such as Sawley and Fountains:247 

To all the present and future sons of the Church of Holy Mary, Matilda, Countess of 
Warwick Χ May you know that I have given, granted and by this present charter of 
mine confirmed to God, to the blessed Mary de Sallay, and to the monks there that 
serve God for their free and perpetual alms pasture in my forest of Giseburn for 40 
cows and 40 mares with his sect of two years, and namely in that pasture by 
Esebrictehe [ΨEsebrictehaheΩ in the heading - Hesbert Hall] and beyond by 
Keteldaisbec, just as the path veers to Widesworthe up to Slaiteburn in Bewland, 
namely at Akerwaldehou up to Brocthornes, just as any alms can be more freely 
given and confirmed. Furthermore, I have made a donation and confirmation to 
them for the health of my soul and the soul of my father and mother and all my 
antecedents and my heirs.248 

Pasturam de Esebricteshaga is also mentioned in a charter 1189-98 by Henry de Percy confirming to 
Sawley the gift of the church and leper colony of Tadcaster and the pasture in Gisburn Forest by his 
aunt, and his mother Agnes de Percy.249 ΨYŜǘŜƭŘŀƛǎōŜŎΩ ƛǎ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ YŜǘǘƭŜǎ .ŜŎƪΣ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀǊƛǎƛng 
near the Knotteranum of Bowland Knotts, west of the Resting Stone (the boundary of five 
townships, now civil parishes, and the border between the post-1974 administrative county of 
Lancashire and Yorkshire). Easington and Gisburn Forest civil parishes meet at their most northerly 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻƴŜΦ Ψ²ƛŘŜǎǿƻǊǘƘŜΩ is unknown, but probably not ²ƛƎƎƭŜǎǿƻǊǘƘΣ Ψ{ƭŀƛǘŜōǳǊƴ ƛƴ .ŜǿƭŀƴŘΩ ƛǎ 
{ƭŀƛŘōǳǊƴΦ Ψ!ƪŜǊǿŀƭŘŜƘƻǳΩ ƛǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ōǳǘ {ƳƛǘƘ ǎŀȅǎ ΨŀƭŘŜǊ ƎǊƻǾŜΩ όǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ !ŎŎŜǊƘƛƭƭ Iŀƭƭ н ƪƳ Ŝŀǎǘ 

                                                           
246 The Coucher Book of The Cistercian Abbey of Kirkstall in the West Riding of the County of York. Thoresby Society Vol VIII 
(Leeds, 1904), pp.203-204. Translated by Margaret Pannikar. 
247 S. aΦ WƻƘƴǎΣ ΨtŜǊŎȅΣ aŀǘƛƭŘŀ ŘŜΣ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǎǎ ƻŦ ²ŀǊǿƛŎƪ όŘΦ мнлпύΩΣ Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Oxford 
University Press, 2004 [http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/47214, accessed 7 Sept 2015] 
248 W. Farrer, C. T. Clay, Early Yorkshire Charters: Vol. 11, The Percy Fee (Cambridge Library Collection - Medieval History, 
2013), pp. 56-7. 
249 C. T. Clay, W. Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters: Vol. IX, The Percy Fee (Yorkshire Archaeological Society  Record Series, 
Extra Series Vol, IX, 1963), pp. 79-80. 
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of Kettlesbeck villages) anŘ Ψ.ǊƻŎǘƘƻǊƴŜǎΩ ƛǎ .ǊƻŎƪ ¢ƘƻǊƴΣ ǎƻǳǘƘ-east of Stephen Park, near the 
southern border of the forest and on the modern boundary of Easington and Bolton-by-Bowland civil 
parishes. Thus this area encompasses the whole north and south extents of the Gisburn Forest 
estate, which of course includes what later became Stephen Park.   

In c.1205 William de Percy granted to Sawley ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƛǎōǳǊƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ψ.ƭŀƪƳƻǎǎŜΩ 
then along a river (Bottoms Beck/Dob Dale Beck /Brown Hills Beck?ύ ǳǇ ǘƻ ΨwŜǎǘȅƴƎǎǘƻƴŜǎΩ [Resting 
{ǘƻƴŜϐ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ΨaŜǊŜ ǎƛƪΩ ώaŜǊŜ {ȅƪŜϐ ƴŜŀǊ wŀǘƘƳŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƻƴǘƻ tŀȅǘƘƻǊƴŜ250 and in c.1242, he granted 
the manor of Gisburn and Gisburn Forest to Sawley but retained the right to hunt in the Forest. 251 

 In 1269 there was an agreement between Sawley and ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƴǎ ƻŦ Ψ{ǘŀƛƴŦƛŜŘΩ ώ{ǘŀƛƴŦƛŜƭŘ 
ǇǊƛƻǊȅΣ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴǎƘƛǊŜϐΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ Ψet in clausis de Esbrichahe et Stodfalgile  et in clausa de 
HolmeΩ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ IŜǎōŜǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ (clausum ς an enclosure, confined space).252  Ψ{ǘƻŘŦŀƭƎƛƭŜΩ is 
a stud fold/enclosure gill (OE stod-fald) but its location is not know for certain; it could be Stephen 
Park adjacent to Hesbert Hall, particularly with the use of ON gil, a ravine/rivulet, suggestive of the 
topography of Bottoms Beck at the foot of Park Wood, and mentioned in the same sentence. A more 
probable location is Studford Gill253 north of Tosside.254 ΨHolmeΩ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƴŜŀǊ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ IƻƭƳŜ IƻǳǎŜ 
Laithe and Collyholme, just north of the reservoir, or Holme255 near Knotts on Stephen Moor, which 
according to Smith was given to Fountains Abbey and transferred to Sawley.256 

In the 1290 Charter Rolls, John de Hamerton was granted free warren:257 

Grant to John de Hamerton, and his heirs, of free warren in all the demesne lands of 
his manors of Hamerton and Quixeley, co. York.258 

 

                                                           
250 McNulty, Chartulary of Salley Vol. 1, 31. 
251 McNulty, Chartulary of Salley Vol. 1, 20. 
252 McNulty, Chartulary of Salley Vol. 1, 25. 
253 SD77595735. 
254 Smith, Place-Names of the West Riding, 169. 
255 SD77395286. 
256 Smith, Place-Names of the West Riding, 186. 
257 A grant by the monarch to hunt various species, usually pests such as foxes. 
258 Calendar of Charter Rolls, Vol. II, Henry III-Edward I, AD 1257-1300, p. 356. 
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Figure 11: Hesbert Hall farm. 

 

ΨQuixeleyΩ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ modern Whixley, east of Harrogate, thus Hamerton may not be the manor 
near Slaidburn but either Green Hammerton or Kirk Hammerton 2 km and 3½ km from Whixley 
respectively. Lƴ молпΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨHenry son of John de Hamerton holds a fee in Hamerton, and it 
is extended at 24l. yearlyΩ.259 

From the IPM of Henry de Percy, Oct 8 1314, a chase in Gisburn forest:  

Giselburne Forest. A free chace called the forest of Giselburne of which he only had 
the hunting, and the abbot of Sallay has the wood and herbage in fee.260 

1324, Stephen taking on land: 

tŜǊǉǳƛǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ώŎƻǳǊǘϐ ŀǘ ²ŀŘȅƴǘƻƴ Χ ώмst aŀǊŎƘΣ монпϐ ΧώhŦϐ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ŘŜ 
Hamerton, for entry to land Χ 2s.261  

c.1332, Inquiry into damage to the king from the assignment of messuages and land for a chantry 
priest, and the purchase of the manor of Slaidburn by the king: 

This important and newly discovered document appears to record the purchase of the Manor of 
Slaidburn by Edward II from Alice Lacy, Countess of Lincoln (translated and annotated by Chris 
Spencer): 

Commission from the King to make an inquiry to learn what damage there would be 
if we were to grant a licence to Stephen of Hamerton that he is able to give and 
assign two messuages, 36a of land and 20a of meadow with the appurtenances in 
Slaiteburn and Neuton in Boulond to John of Hamerton chantry priest to celebrate 

                                                           
259 'Close Rolls, Edward I: March 1304', in Calendar of Close Rolls, Edward I: Volume 5, 1302-1307, ed. H C Maxwell Lyte 
(London, 1908), pp. 199-201 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/cal-close-rolls/edw1/vol5/pp199-201 [accessed 27 May 2015 
260 Calendar of the Inquisitions Post Mortem and Other Analogous Documents, Vol. V, Edward II (London/HMSO, 1908), pp 
312-313. 
261 W. Farrer, Some Court Rolls of the Lordships, Wapentakes and Demesne Manors of Thomas, Earl of Lancaster in the 
County of Lancaster, A.D. 1323-4, The Record Society, Vol. XLI, 1901, p. 67. 
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divine service at the newly built chapel of the Blessed Mary in the Manor of 
Hamerton for the health of his soul, the souls of his father and mother and the souls 
of all deceased liege subjectǎ Χ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘhe premises, their 
tenure etc.  

LƴǉǳƛǊȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǘ {ƭŀȅǘōǳǊƴ ƛƴ .ƻǳƭŀƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ WƻƘƴ ŘŜ IƻǳǘƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǊŘ YƛƴƎΩǎ 
Escheator, on [date partly torn away] 5th Edward III [1331/32] by the oaths of 
Richard Batherste, Roger de Knoll[?ϐΣ !ŘŀƳ ŘŜ ΧΧΦΣ !ŘŀƳ ƻŦ DǊŀŘŀƭŜΣ !ƭŀƴ ŘŜ 
bŜǳǘƻƴΣ !ŘŀƳ ŘŜ !ǳƭŘŜŀǊƎƘŜǎΣ !ŘŀƳ ŘŜ .ǳǊȅΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ¢ŀƭōƻǘΣ !ŘŀƳ DǊŀƴŘ ΧΣ 
IŜƴǊȅ ŘŜ .ƻǳƭǘƻƴΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŘŜƭ ΧΧΧŀƴŘ IŜƴǊȅ aŀƴǳǎŀȅƭΣ ƧǳǊƻǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƻŀǘƘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƴƻǊ ǇǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǊŘ YƛƴƎ ΧΦ and the premises are 
held of the lord King by fealty and by service, yielding to the lord King yearly 12d. at 
the feast days of St Martin and Pentecost as of his Manor of Slaytburn being in his 
ƘŀƴŘǎ ΧΦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ aŀƴƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǊŘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ƭŀǘŜ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭand [Edward II 
presumablyϐ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀŘȅ !ƭŜǎƛŀ ŘŜ [ŀǎŎȅ ƭŀǘŜ /ƻǳƴǘŜǎǎ ƻŦ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊ ΧΦ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊƭȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ пнǎΦ пŘΦ Χ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŀƴƻǊ ƻŦ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴ ƛǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǊŘ 
King by fealty and by service, yielding annually to the lord King 13s. at the feasts of 
St Martin and Pentecost and that its annual value is 10 marks.262 

1335 Patent Rolls, breaking of Radholme park by a Hamerton, and an assault: 

Commission of oyer and terminer263 to Richard de Aldeburgh, John Giffard, Robert 
Parnyng and William Basset, on complaint by queen Isabella that Nicholas le Botiller, 
!ŘŀƳ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ŘŜ .ƭŀƪŜōǳǊƴΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻǳǘƘŜƳŜƭΣ ϥŦƻǊŜǎǘŜǊΩ, William son of 
Stephen de Hamerton, Robert de Tatham and others entered her free chace at 
Bouland, and broke her park at Roddom, co. York, hunted there, carried away deer 

and assaulted her men and servants. 264 

1336 & 1337 Patent Rolls, more park breaking by the Hamertons: 

In 1336: Commission of oyer and terminer Χ on complaint by queen Isabella that 
William son of Stephen de Hamerton [and others] entered her free chace at 
Bouland, broke her park at Roddam [Radholme], hunted in these, carried away deer 
and assaulted her men and servants.265 

In 1337: (Commission of oyer and terminer, on complaint by queen Isabella against) 
ΨRobert de Hamerton, Adam de Hamerton, WilliŀƳ ŘŜ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴΣ Χ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŘŜ Yƴƻƭƭ, 
John, his brother, Richard son of Adam de Knoll [and others] Χ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ 
free chace at Bouland and her park at Roddom [Radholme], co. YorkΩ.266 

1370 Patent Rolls, killing of a Stephen de Hamerton (identification of this Stephen uncertain):  

Pardon, at the request of Robert de Knolles and for good service to be rendered by 
John Holden in the company of the said Robert in parts beyond seas, to the said 
John of the king's suit for the death of Stephen de Hamerton, said to have been 
killed before 1 March in the king's forty-third year, whereof he is indicted or 

appealed, and of any consequent outlawry. 267 

1376 Patent Rolls, breaking of enclosures and hunting in Slaidburn?: 

                                                           
262 National Archives C 143/214/1. 
263 Command to assize judges to make enquiries into illegal acts. 
264 Calendar of Patent Rolls, Edward III, Vol. 3, 1334-1338, 12 July 1335, p. 201. 
265 Calendar of Patent Rolls, Edward III, Vol. 3, 1334-1338, 24 June 1337, p. 357. 
266 Calendar of Patent Rolls, Edward III, Vol. 3, 1334-1338, 24 June 1337, pp. 452-453. 
267 Calendar of Patent Rolls, Edward III, Vol. 14, 1367-1370, 26 May 1370, p. 412. 
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Commission of oyer and terminer Χ on complaint by the king's son John, king of 
Castile and Leon and duke of Lancaster, that Thomas Mundvill and others broke his 
parks and hedges at the town of Pontefract, Tikhill, Knaresburgh and Sledburn in 
Bouland co. York and entered his free chaces and warrens there, hunted in these, 
felled his trees, fished in his stews and several fisheries there, dug in his turbaries 
there, carried away the turves thereof, fish, trees, brushwood of the hedges and 
other goods, deer from the parks and chaces, and hares, conies, pheasants and 
partridges from the warrens, took away 20 horses and 20 oxen, worth 40l.,waived 
there by some thieves and pertaining to him according to liberties granted to him 
and former lords of the said towns aƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƴƻǊǎ ǘƘŜǊŜƛƴ ŀǎ ΨǿŀȅŦΣϥ ǘǊƻŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 
consumed with cattle his grass, and assaulted his men, servants and tenants, 

whereby the latter have withdrawn from their holdings.268 

A Brief Account of Pleas. Edward I, reigned 1272-1307, seizure of Hamerton lands: 

York. Sworn action [?]. Therefore, Stephen of Hamerton & by force otherwise 
adjourned [?] for 30 acres of land & 30 acres of meadow & 10 acres of woods in 
Hamerton. And Isabel daughter of Ralph Paytesin [is] in mercy [at the mercy of a 

court judgement].269,270 

From E.B.R. Tempest, Tempest Pedigrees MS, transfer of property by Sir Stephen: 

In 1483, [Sir Richard Tempest of Staynforth] was a witness with Sir Thomas Tempest 
to a feoffment271 by Sir Stephen Hamerton of Wiglesworth of his mansion at 
Hamerton (Dodsworth MSS, vol. 83, fol. 59, copy of deed272).273 

²ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ {ƛǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ΨƳŀƴǎƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ IŀƳŜǊǘƻƴ? It was probably on the site of the present c.1600 
Hammerton Hall. 

Historical maps 

The early sixteenth century saw the emergence of large scale maps, many produced to inform 
landowners such as the Court of Duchy Chamber regarding land disputes. The earliest maps were 
based largely on visual surveys by the parties but in the 1580s, scaled maps became available, the 
results of measured surveys by the emergence of professional surveyors and map-makers. Some of 
the earliest scaled dispute maps were from this region, the first being a map of a land dispute at 
Musbury near Helmshore. Although not directly relevant to the particular case, the map also 
depicted the fenced deer-park at Musbury.274 

Local historical mapping from the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries was reviewed to determine 
if Stephen Park was marked, and whether it was shown as a deer-park. When using early maps, it is 
prudent to restate the adage Ψthe absence of evidence is not evidence of ŀōǎŜƴŎŜΩΦ Surveying and 

                                                           
268 Calendar of Patent Rolls, Edward III, Vol. XVI, 1374-1377, 20 May 1376, p. 321. 
269 Placitorum in Domo Capitulari Westmonasteriensi Asservatorum, Temporibus Regum Ric. I., Johann, Henr. III, Edw. I, 
Edw. II, 1811, p. 239. http://hdl.handle.net/2027/umn.31951002064556u?urlappend=%3Bseq=267 
270 Translation courtesy of Chris Spencer. 
271 Transfer of freehold land/property and the right to sell and bequest. 
272 Probably in vol. 2.2 of Falconer Madan, et al., A summary catalogue of western manuscripts in the Bodleian Library at 
Oxford which have not hitherto been catalogued in the Quarto series (7 vols. in 8 [vol. II in 2 parts], Oxford, 1895-1953; 
reprinted, with corrections in vols. I and VII, Munich, 1980), vol. II, nos. 4143-5101. 
273 E. B. R. Tempest, Tempest Pedigrees MSΣ ŀǘ Ψ5ƛƎƛǘƛȊŜŘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘ ƻŦ 9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ .ƭŀƴŎƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇŜǎǘΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇŜǎǘ 
tŜŘƛƎǊŜŜǎΩΣ ±ƻƭΦ мΣ ǇΦ 107; Some Notes On Medieval English Genealogy, 
http://medievalgenealogy.org.uk/families/ebt/index.shtml [accessed 14 January 2015]. 
274 National Archives MPC 1/245, Gartside v Cronkeshaye, 1581. 
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mapping was an expensive business and early maps illustrating say, a dispute, would usually only 
show features relevant to the case. If Stephen Park is not shown either as a geographical area or 
settlement, or indeed as a deer-park (marked usually as a fenced enclosure), its absence does not 
mean that it was not a deer-park.  

Christopher {ŀȄǘƻƴΩǎ мрфм ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƻƴǎ near Slaidburn275 was made to inform one of many 
long-standing disputes over enclosure and use of commons in the Grindleton, Bolton-by-Bowland 
and Slaidburn areas.276 The map is titled: 

A plat [map] of the Champion, Ramore, Brunghillmore, and Youkestonwood in the 
p[ar]ishe of Sladebourne, Belongi[n]g to Sladeborne Newton and Grynlynton; In 
w[hi]ch plat the Champion is coloured w[i]th yeolow, Ramore w[i]th red. Brunghill 
and youkestonwood w[i]th grene, w[i]th their co[n]tentes wrytten in the same. And 
the confyne left [with?] de[?]ided w[i]th Red Lynes. Maid in September 1591. 

ΨIŀƳŜǊǘƻƴ ƘŀƭƭΩ and ΨwǳǎƘǘƻƴ ƎǊŀƴƎŜΩ όformer Grange Hall) are shown. Just north of ΨStanderose hillΩ 
(probably the modern Pikefield Plantation south-west of Standridge) is: ΨParte of Hamerton Meare 
now Ecclosinge [then in another hand below] Called Steven more [?moor, mere ς difficult to 
discern]Ω (Figure 12).277 Stephen Park is within the mapped area of the full map, but is not shown. 
The significance of the text is that it shows that enclosure of part of Hammerton Mere and the 
common Stephen Moor were underway in 1591 (below). The commons around Slaidburn were 
enclosed in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, the latter by a 1619 decree of the 
Duchy enclosing poorer lands.278  

/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ {ŀȄǘƻƴΩǎ 1577 map of Yorkshire and WƻƘƴ {ǇŜŜŘŜΩǎ map of 1610 do not show Stephen 
Park or Hamerton. WƻƘƴ ²ŀǊōǳǊǘƻƴΩǎ map of 1720 does not show the Park, but Hamerton and 
Rushton Grange are shown, as are the houses at Wigglesworth and the Peel (but no parks). Tudor 
dispute maps DL 3/65 K1 Champion (1554) and MPBB 1/3 Grindleton (1595) do not show Stephen 
Park.279 wƻōŜǊǘ aƻǊŘŜƴΩǎ мсфр ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ wƛŘƛƴƎ280 shows 47 parks, including Radholme, but 
Stephen Park is not shown, either as a paled park or place ƴŀƳŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ Ψ{ƭŀŘƘƻǊƴΩΣ Ψ9ǎƛƴƎǘƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ 
Ψ²ƛƎƭŜǎǿƻǊǘƘΩ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘΦ 

 

                                                           
275 National Archives MR 1/778. 
276 National Archives DL 44/468. 
277 Dr Bill Shannon assisted with the transcription of this difficult text. 
278 IΦwΦ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ wΦ²Φ IƻȅƭŜΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪŜǘ ƻŦ ŀ tŜƴƴƛƴŜ aŀƴƻǊΥ {ƭŀƛŘōǳǊƴΣ м650-1780. Continuity and Change, vol. 
14 (3), 1999, 349-383. 
279 Pers. comm, Dr Bill Shannon. 
280 West Yorkshire Archive Service HAS/B:16/58. 
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Figure 12: Extract of National Archives MR 1/778 showing Slaidburn (bottom left) and text regarding 
the enclosure of part of Hammerton Mere (arrowed). Used with the permission of the National 
Archives. 

 

¢ƘƻƳŀǎ WŜŦŦŜǊȅǎΩ map of Yorkshire from 1771/72 (1 inch. to 1 mile) shows some enclosed deer parks 
elsewhere and it does mark Stephen Park (Figure 13) but not as a deer-ǇŀǊƪΦ WŜŦŦŜǊȅǎΩ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
map-making required aristocratic and gentry subscribers and the prominence and inclusion of 
estates were rather dependent upon the subscription. The representation of parks was not derived 
from measured surveys by Jefferys' own surveyors and caution is required in interpreting their 
depiction and size.281 

A catalogue of Yorkshire Parliamentary Enclosure Awards from c.1750 - c.1850 was reviewed to 
determine if awards were made in Slaidburn, Gisburn Forest, Wigglesworth or Easington.282 Some 
maps of this era do mark ΨŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ǿƻ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ 
were made in Upper Easington: Halstead & Crutchenber Fells, and Hasgill Fell. These areas are to the 
north-west of the subject area and contain no relevant information. Awards at Long Preston and 
Hellifield were not viewed. The tithe maps and schedules for Gisburn Forest283 were inspected, 
particularly with regard to Hindley Head and Hesbert Hall. There were no park- or deer-related field 
names.  

 

                                                           
281 A.K. Jones, The Maps of Yorkshire Printed in the Period 1577-1857 as Sources of Topographical Information. Unpublished 
PhD thesis, The University of Leeds, School of Geography, 1981, pp. 363-5. 
282 B.  English, Yorkshire Enclosure Awards (University of Hull, 1985). 
283 Part 2b, 1846; the copies drawn by the Fylde Water Board and held at Slaidburn Archives were used. 
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Figure 13Υ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ tŀǊƪ ƻƴ WŜŦŦŜǊȅǎΩ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜΣ мттм-72. Original scale was 1 inch to 1 mile. 
Extract. Three buildings are shown in the park but this should not be taken as a true representation of 
the numbers and alignment. Hammerton was incorrectly placed to the west of the Hodder, and note 
that a Stephen Moor settlement was ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψ{ǘŜŜƴƳƻƻǊΩ. 
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Field survey 

Survey area and the boundaries 

The purpose of the field survey was to find and characterise landscape features that may indicate 
the former presence of a deer-park. As outlined earlier, early deer-park topographical features 
include: 

1. curvilinear boundaries contrasting with angular boundaries of later enclosures both 

within and outside the park; 

2. remains of the pale system comprising an eroded ditch and bank, the ditch being within 

the park; 

3. place-names reflecting the parkΩǎ former presence such as Pale Wood, Park House, 

Lodge, or Laund;284 

4. ways, footpaths and administrative boundaries circumventing the park; 

5. veteran trees that were managed to provide cut browse for the deer (particularly fallow) 

during winter. 

Some of these may also be present in ploughed assarts taken from the forest, common or waste and 
in these circumstance, the settlement boundary may be designed to keep deer out and away from 
crops and herbage όŀ ΨŘŜŜǊ-ŘȅƪŜΩύ. It is important therefore to determine the relative positions of 
the ditch and bank of the boundary ς a ditch on the outside of an assart or park boundary would 
indicate a desire to exclude deer, rather than retain them. Internal divisions may be simple stock 
barriers or park compartments used for general management or to keep animals away from crops, 
coppices and plantations. The survey focussed principally on the ditch and bank arrangements of the 
outer bounds of the Stephen Park assart, but this required a judgement on the size and location of 
the original enclosed area. 

A feature of enclosures taken from the waste in the medieval and early post-medieval periods was a 
curvilinear boundary; examples are evident in some of the assarts shown on a 1591 map of Slaidburn 
(Figure 14). The place-ƴŀƳŜ ΨǎǘƻŎƪǎΩ ŀǎ ƛƴ {ǘƻŎƪǎ-in-Bowland can be associated with clearings/assarts 
and secondary settlements.285 The earliest large scale map of the park was the tithe map of 1844 
(Figure 15).286 A curvilinear boundary is evident (less conspicuous in the south-west) encompassing 
Park Wood and bounded in the west by Bottoms Beck.  

                                                           
284 ! ΨƭŀǳƴŘΩ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀǿƴ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŜǊ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘΣ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ 
285 Smith, Place-Names of the West Riding, 250. 
286 Tithe Map of the Township of Easington in the West Riding of the County of York. Dated 1844. Fylde Water Board copy 
held in Slaidburn Archive. 
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Figure 14: Encroachments and assarts in 1591287 to the west of Slaidburn, taken from the common (far 
left of the image), showing curvilinear boundaries. Such inclosures contrast on later maps with the 
rectangular boundaries from more recent enclosure periods. Used with the permission of the National 
Archives. 

 

Figure 15: Extract of a tithe map of Upper Easington, redrawn by the Fylde Water Board, and held by 
Slaidburn Archive.288 The curvilinear boundary to the north, east and south-east of the settlement is 
suggestive of an early assart. 

Compartments are evident within the enclosure, and the farm buildings are at the centre. The 
names, rounded acreage and agricultural use are shown in Table 1, taken from the tithe 

                                                           
287 National Archives MR 1/778. 
288 Tithe Map of the Township of Easington in the West Riding of the County of York, dated 1844. 
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apportionment. Note that Park Wood and Park Moss (the latter lies outside the bounds to the east) 
are the only place-names that may have had a direct association with the keeping of deer.  

 

Field No. Name Size (acres) Use 

394 Park Moss, Rough Field 130 Peat Moss & Pasture 

395 Cocklick Hill, Poor Field, Long Ridges, Cocklick Meadow 145 Pasture 

396 Black Nook, Great Rushy Field, Stalp Field 38 Arable 

397 Little Rushy Field 10 Pasture 

398 Little Hazleholme, Kiln Croft 10 Pasture 

399 Great Hazleholme 7 Pasture 

402 Parrock <1 Pasture 

403 Park Wood 23 Pasture & Wood 

404 Flatt 10 Meadow 

405 Stephen Park house, Barn & Fold <1  

406 Garden <1  

407 Moss Meadow 11 Meadow 

408 Part of Long Ridge 16 Meadow & Moss 

409 Bull Copy 4 Pasture 

410 Calf Brow 11 Meadow 

411 Calf Meadow 8 Pasture 

412 Bottom Meadow & Barn 16 Meadow 

Table 1: Extract from the tithe apportionment for Upper Easington showing field names, acreage 
(round down to the nearest acre) and the state of cultivation. The landowners were William Atkinson 
and Joshua Cowling, and the occupier was Stephen Robinson. 

 

The curvilinear outer bounds are also noticeable on the first-edition 6-inches to 1-mile OS map of 
1847 (Figure 16). On this mapped evidence, the working assumption was that this outer boundary 
was a putative deer-park enclosure, and/or the original assart bounds. One or more of the inner 
compartments could have been used to keep deer, so it was also necessary to inspect the internal 
boundaries. Some of these outer bounds are small watercourses, but these were often used to 
define boundaries historically; the ditch was the boundary even if associated with banks topped by 
hedges.289 

The survey area was 69 hectares (170 acres), with a circumference of 3.5 km. It is informative to 
compare the size of this putative deer-park with other local known deer-parks. Leagram park near 
Chipping (enclosed in the 1340s and disparked in 1556290) was 562 hectares (1389 acres) at its 
largest extent, with a circumference of 10.5 km. Radholme ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ 476 hectares (1176 

                                                           
289 M.L. Faull and S.A. Moorhouse (eds), West Yorkshire: an Archaeological Survey to 1500, Vol 2:  The Administrative and 
Tenurial framework (Wakefield/ West Yorkshire Metropolitan County Council, 1981), pp. 266-71. 
290 N. Neil, R.  Thurnhill. Deer Parks in the Forest of Bowland [online]. Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, 2013, pp. 31-33. Available from: http://www.forestofbowland.com/files/uploads/pdfs/FOB-Deer-parks_Final-
report-Apr-2013.pdf (accessed 2 November 2015). 
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acres), assuming the Hodder was the western boundary, and a circumference of 9.9 km.291 
Radholme was imparked in the thirteenth or early fourteenth centuries and disparked sometime 
between 1617 and 1651.292 These were large deer-parks; the typical deer-park was 100-200 acres 
(40-80 ha) but those owned by the Crown or senior aristocracy could be thousands of acres. At the 
other end of the scale, some deer-parks were under 50 acres (20.2 ha),293 and it is quite conceivable 
that a deer-park of local gentry such as the Hamertons could be the size of the survey area. 

The height of the settlement at Stephen Park is 233 m OD. Geologically, the bedrock is Hodder 
mudstone and limestone interbedded and the superficial deposits are till, but to the east are mossy 
areas with peat. 294 The practical approach for the survey in the rather dense forestry plantations and 
moss was to focus the ditch and bank inspections at or near a number of numbered ΨƴƻŘŜǎΩ marked 
on the maps; the nodes formed junctions between the compartments and the outer bounds, and 
between selected internal junctions (Figure 16; Appendix 4 shows the grid references of the survey 
nodes). The location and designation of the nodes is shown on modern 1:25,000 mapping in Figure 
17. 

 

Figure 16: Boundary nodes and other features subjected to an exploratory survey, shown on the 6-
inches to 1-mile (1:10,560) OS map surveyed in 1847. 

 

                                                           
291 Neil & Thurnhill. Deer Parks of Bowland, 14. 
292 Neil & Thurnhill. Deer Parks of Bowland, 19-24. 
293 Mileson, Medieval Parks, 3. 
294 ΨDŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ±ƛŜǿŜǊΩΣ British Geological Survey, http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html (accessed 
29 August 2015). 
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An important aspect of surveying the boundaries was differentiating modern plantation ditches 
and/or banks from the historical examples. It was also pertinent to recognise historical boundaries 
that had been modified by deepening, or incorporated into wood-banks and internal drainage 
ditches of the modern plantations. Unfortunately, the original Forestry Commission maps used to 
define the bounds of the plantations are lost, having been accidentally damaged during storage. 

 

 

Figure 17: Survey nodes transposed from the tithe and first-edition 6-inches to 1-mile maps onto 
modern 1:25,000 OS mapping. This figure contains OS data © Crown copyright and database rights 
(2016). 

 

Woodland and veteran trees 

Park Wood is designated Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland,295  land that has had continuous 

woodland cover since at least 1600 . It has not been subject to forestry groundworks.  Veteran trees 
are rather loosely defined as Ψtrees which, because of their great age, size or condition, are of 
exceptional value culturally, in the landscape, or for wildlifeΩ.296 In the context of wood-pasture, 
boundary trees and parks, the importance of veteran trees (other than aesthetics) was that they 
may be the relicts of the cutting of browse, historically from the pollards of principally oak, beech, 

                                                           
295 Ψa!DL/ΩΣ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ  http://www.magic.gov.uk/home.htm (accessed 6 August 2015). 
296 A. Robinson, The Future for Veteran Trees, Veteran Trees Initiative, 2000, English Nature, p. 1. 

 
























































