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Riverside habitat information sheet

All these plants and animals could live in a riverside habitat. They rely on each other in order to survive. Use the information in this table to create a range of food chains. Always start your food chain with a plant (producer).

	Name
	Diet 
	Is eaten by…

	Algae
	Use oxygen and sunlight to make food.
	Tadpole, mayfly nymph

	Water plants
	Use oxygen and sunlight to make food.
	Fresh water shrimp, tadpole, water vole, moorhen

	Tadpole
	Algae, water plant, decomposing material.
	Dragonfly nymph, moorhen

	Freshwater shrimp
	Decomposing plant and animal material.
	Dragonfly nymph, stickleback

	Mayfly nymph
	Algae
	Stickleback, dragonfly nymph

	Dragonfly nymph
	Tadpoles, water shrimps, small fish, mayfly nymph
	Moorhen

	Stickleback
	Water shrimps
	Kingfisher, dragonfly nymph

	Pike
	Sticklebacks, moorhen chicks, young water voles, fish.
	Young ones may be caught by herons

	Moorhen
	Water plants, insect nymphs
	Chicks may be taken by pike

	Kingfisher
	Small fish
	None

	Water vole
	Water plants
	Grey heron, pike

	Grey Heron
	Fish, water voles
	None

	Otter
	Fish
	None

	Leech
	Blood of other animals
	Moorhen, dragonfly nymph

	Micro-organisms
	Any dead plants or animals
	Tadpole
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