Notes of meeting of 
Forest of Bowland AONB Climate Change Theme Group
Thurs 25 March 2010

Attending: Cathy Hopley (AONB) Sarah Robinson (Natural England) Chris Gathercole (Transition Town Clitheroe) David Ingham (Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership) Paul Bullimore (LCC Woodlands Project) Brian Jefferson (Halton hydro project)

Apologies: Clare Philips (LCC) Ian Crosher (NE) Liz Horn (LESS) Peter Jepson (LCC) Pete Wilson (RSPB) Becky McAllister (EA)

1. Halton Hydro

Brian Jefferson attended from Halton Community which has recently been awarded a DECC Low Carbon Community grant. http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/news/pn015/pn015.aspx
Brian is steering the part of the project which is looking to install a drop turbine on the weir at Halton on the river Lune. Brian described the project which is proposing to generate 350-500kw for the co-housing project at the site, and for the wider community via a grid connection. They had originally looked at the Archimedean Screw turbine, as franchised by H2OPE, but decided that this was not an effective enough use of the hydro power available. They are currently discussing designs, fish passes and other issues with the Environment Agency and hope to put forward plans and a detailed feasibility study later this year – funding permitting. The group urged him to continue this work, and to consider the new Rural Carbon Challenge Fund for support.

NB: We will be visiting the Halton hydro site as part of the Festival Bowland Renewables Study Tour on Sat 22 May (also visiting Bleasdale parish hall wood pellet boiler and wind turbine, and a wood fuel heating system at Tosside) – to book on the free tour please contact Cathy on 01200 448000 or cathy.hopley@lancashire.gov.uk
2. Forest of Bowland hydro feasibility study

Cathy outlined progress with this project to date: 
A consultation exercise has so far identified over 130 possible sites, and the study area is being extended to cover the whole of Ribble Valley, Pendle and Lancaster districts as those areas are contributing to the costs of the study: RV LSP have confirmed £15k, and Pendle BC £5k; and we are requesting £15k from Lancaster LSP. The AONB will look to make up any shortfall for the estimated £45k contract.

A sifting process is now taking place as we try to reduce the list of sites to below 50 for consultants to investigate. We hope there will be a site 'champion' for each site, and a mixture of historic water wheel, low head farm- based and larger on-river schemes will make up the study.

Quotes have been received from 6 experienced hydro consultants and a decision will be made soon on who will take forward the study once the funds are secured.
All being well we will commence the study in early summer – investigating an initial 50 sites, and then taking 5 onto a stage 2 study – we will aim to produce a final report by the end of the year.

Anyone wanting to be involved is welcome to join the project steering group – please contact Cathy

3. Climate Adaptation Plan

Sarah outlined the purpose of the plan, and her hopes that funding can be secured for it to take place in the AONB in the 2010/11 financial year. The methodology is broadly as follows:
I. Valued assets of the area are identified

II. Scenarios of future climate change in the area are generated from UKCIPS data

III. The impact of these scenarios on the valued assets are assessed

IV. Adaptation strategies are generated

V. Indirect impacts of climate change – eg on agriculture, grouse moors and population changes – are also to be considered

Other landscape areas in the NW are progressing their plans, so it is important that Forest of Bowland AONB does attempt to instigate this work if possible. Please let Cathy know if you would like to be involved.
4. Reporting to the AONB Joint Advisory Committee

Cathy explained that she will be reporting progress on the AONB Management Plan objectives relating to Climate Change at the next meeting of the JAC on April 27. To do this she will use the interactive management plan at http://www.forestofbowland.com/managementplan_index
We looked at activity to date and revisited the discussion at the last meeting of this group when we looked at the actions (19.2F & 19.3B) relating to developing a policy on renewable energy for the AONB. It was now agreed that a positive statement relating to the sensitive siting of renewables technology would be a useful item to include on webpages focussing on climate change as part of www.forestofbowland.com  and Cathy has undertaken to produce these in draft form for comments by the group.

We also discussed the purposes of this group and agreed that it should:
I. Be a forum for discussion and exchange of ideas within the AONB area and the 6 constituent districts and many communities which are involved in climate change (eg Brian's presentation)

II. Review actions in the AONB management plan and report on partner activity relating to these actions – eg LAA targets, project activity, planning policy etc
III. Identify from the management plan future projects for partners and the AONB Unit to progress, possibly via small working groups, such as the hydro potential project and the climate adaptation and reduction plans
5. Report back from Lancashire Peat Project

Sarah outlined progress with this co-ordination project. Natural England have now appointed two new members of staff to focus on peatland restoration in Lancashire. One will have particular responsibility to input to the peat project 2 days/week (plus 3 days/week on SSSI condition monitoring), the other officer will split their time between supporting SCAMP and HLS, and implementing Natural England's Upland Vision, both in the West Pennines area.

In addition the peat project is looking to secure funds for training for specialist contractors; and will continue the mapping of moorland grips, bare peat and other biodiversity information relating to peat and blanket bog using LCC and other data sets.
Finally, NE have just published their report: Carbon Storage and Greenhouse Gases, a comprehensive review of the condition of England’s peatlands and the vital role they play in combating climate change http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/NE257
PDFs of the NW region maps showing the location of peat and peaty soils, and the estimated current carbon dioxide emissions from them are available from Sarah Robinson or Cathy. This is a major step forward, to be able to show which areas of current peat assets are sources of carbon, and which are actively storing carbon and helping to mitigate future climate change. It also helps give partners a clear focus for restoration action.
6. Carbon Reduction Plans

A discussion was held about the need for and methodology used, to monitor carbon reduction at LAA, district, community and organisational scale (NI 186: per capita reduction in CO2 emissions in the LA area). This also relates to actions 19.1J and 19.2E in the management plan for the AONB, and the organisation's Environmental Policy – here: http://www.forestofbowland.com/files/uploads/pdfs/environmental%20policy%20A4.pdf
Sarah agreed to help Cathy calculate the carbon emissions of the AONB Unit's activity, and to put together a plan to seek to reduce this. Consideration would also be made as to how emissions could be calculated for the AONB area and how in the future we would like to develop partnership activity to support community led carbon reduction schemes within the AONB. If any other group members would like to help with this, or to develop carbon reduction plans for their own organisation or operations, please let Cathy know.
We also discussed Peak Oil issues and its potential impacts, and the need to reduce car use both within, and to, the AONB.

Sarah offered to host a 'webinar' style meeting of this group later in the year in an attempt to hold a car free meeting – using teleconferencing and a website.

7. Date of Next Meeting

A date was not fixed at the meeting, but can you please pencil in your diary Thurs 23 September at 10am – at a venue to be decided.
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