FOREST OF BOWLAND AONB
CLIMATE CHANGE THEME GROUP

Minutes of the first meeting held on Thursday 19 November 2009-12-01

1. Present: Dave Brackley (LCC), Finlay Hodge (Community Futures), Chris Gathercole (Transition Town Clitheroe), Peter Jepson (LCC), Peter Wilson (RSPB), David Ingham (Ribble Valley LSP), Becky McAllister (Environment Agency), Paul Bullimore (Lancs Woodland Project), Ian Crosher (Natural England), Andy Pickard (Rural Futures), Cathy Hopley (Forest of Bowland AONB)

Apologies: Sarah Robinson (NE), Emma Thompson (EA), John Wellbank (Rural Futures), Nigel Pilling (United Utilities), Elizabeth Bruce (consultant), Alison Boden (Wyre BC), Helen Forrester (NFU), Clare Philips (LCC), Angela Flowers (N Yorks CC)
2. Forest of Bowland AONB Management Plan – role of the group

Cathy explained that the role of the group was to act as a group of 'specialists' to deliver and monitor part 19 of the Forest of Bowland AONB Management Plan: responding to climate change. This sets out some detailed objectives, see them at http://www.forestofbowland.com/cons_managementplan
Cathy explained that she felt this group could be proactive and work together on a number of projects which would help deliver these objectives – some ideas are set out below, and people are invited to come forward and get involved where they would be interested and able to help.
A number of other people were unable to attend this meeting, but had expressed an interest in being involved, so they will be included in the circulation list attached.
3. A study into the potential for micro hydro generation sites in the Forest of Bowland AONB
Inspired by a similar study in the Yorkshire Dales Cathy and David Ingham are looking into sourcing funds to carry out a feasibility study to identify good, viable sites for micro hydro generation in the AONB. See the Dales report at
http://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/index/living/planning_1/planning_applications/renewable_energy/hydro-power_feasibility_study_july2009.htm
Becky explained the Environment Agency's positive stance on hydro, 
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/position/110175.aspx
and encouraged this strategic approach to sites. She explained that sites with existing infrastructure were more likely to be granted consents and licences by EA, as they offered limited impact on biodiversity, flood risk, and abstraction. She offered to be first point of contact on this project. 

Finlay agreed that the barriers to hydro had put a lot of people off in the area, and this study would remove these barriers for potential sites and would hopefully encourage communities and landowners to get involved.

Peter Iles and UU would be encouraged to join an initial group to identify known potential sites in Ribble Valley and the AONB, probably in the new year. A brief will be put out to tender for the work, early in the New Year – please let Cathy know if you know of consultants who may be interested, or if you would like to join the steering group for this project.
Possible funding was identified as SDF, RV's LAA performance award grant, LCC climate change fund, other LSP pots, and a potential community fund from the proposed Claughton windfarm project. Cathy will investigate these with the intention of commissioning the study in 2010/11. The group were keen for the project to proceed.
4. Climate Change Adaptation Study

Ian Crosher of Natural England is leading this project in the north west and is 
keen to see the Forest of Bowland AONB carry out its own study into the potential effects of climate change on natural systems, and how to help these systems adapt to, and be robust to, the changes. A methodology exists as it was piloted on the Cumbrian High fells
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/climateandenergy/climatechange/adaptation/naturalengland.aspx
Cathy explained that she was hoping that NWDA, via Natural England, might help fund this project, and it would be led by the AONB with LCC input in 2010. Ian explained that they were also developing a methodology to look into the indirect effects of landscape change, ie on social and economic activity. It was agreed it would be good to engage the community in this element of the project.
5. Micro renewables

Cathy explained that that the AONB had been supporting micro renewable energy projects through the sustainable development fund (SDF) for the last 5 years – see http://www.forestofbowland.com/cons_devfund
The group felt that there was a need to identify good sources of advice and draw together a directory. It would also be useful to subsidise advice to schools, community groups and businesses. The AONB will look to deliver this via SDF in 2010/11.

Finlay and Paul suggested we re run the study tours delivered a few years ago – showcasing best practice in various technologies. A date has now been fixed for one such event as part of the Bowland Festival – Sat 22 May 2010.

6. Woodfuel
Dave and Paul outlined the work of the Lancs Woodland Project which seeks to promote the joint benefits of woodland management, new planting and generation of a local biomass supply (woodfuel). LWP promotes wood fired heating systems, and both LCDL and RDPE are keen to support wood fuel supply as it generates new businesses and jobs in the county. The project is looking for continuation funds from April 2010. Paul stressed that his two key issues were dissemination of best practice and provision of good advice.
7. Peatland restoration
Restoring peatland to healthy blanket bog can be seen as an important contribution to combating climate change as many studies indicate that this revived peat can 'lock up' carbon from the atmosphere.
A Lancashire Upland Peat Project has recently been set up by a group of organisations including NE, EA, LCC and others and a seminar was held to involve a wider audience in October. The project will look to draw together data held by the various partners to identify areas most in need of bare peat restoration, and re wetting of blanket bog. The project will also help target funds, primarily Higher Level Stewardship, to restore these high priority areas; and promote good practice and lessons being learnt during the restoration work.  
Several members of this group are already involved in the Lancashire Upland peat Project, so will keep us informed of activity, particularly that taking place in the Forest of Bowland AONB.

8. Planning position statement
A short discussion was held on the benefits or otherwise of generating a position statement for the Forest of Bowland AONB on the siting of micro renewable energy installations. It was generally felt that as the AONB Management Plan had already been adopted by all the planning authorities in the area and this included references to supporting micro renewables, a further policy was not really required. 

It was also agreed that any guidance could only offer general advice which would have to be examined depending on the local situation – and so any such guidance would not be particularly useful on its own.
9. Any other business

Ian suggested that Dan Hunt from Natural England, who had been working on the NE Upland Vision project would like to come and talk to this group or the JAC.

A further meeting date was not agreed at the meeting, but please put 

Thursday 25 March 2010 in your diaries, 10.00 at the Stables, Dunsop Bridge in your diary, and this will be confirmed nearer to the time.
